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It hasn’t yet reached Cloud 
Nine but Dr. Tom Johnson 
definitely likes the path La-
mar State College Orange is 
traveling.

The President of the two-
year school in downtown Or-
ange had just wrapped up his 

second day in a week point-
ing out the school’s successes 
to members of the Texas 
Legislature, when he men-
tioned to a visitor that the 
school had begun 2021 by 
sending two groups of stu-
dents to national champion-
ship competitions.

A lot of people had heard 
about the school’s two-year-

old bass fishing team, which 
is competing in its second 
national tournament this 
weekend.

But whatever success the 
two two-man teams of an-
glers have this weekend at 
the FLW National Collegiate 
Championships in Oklaho-

ma, Lamar State Orange has 
already scored a seventh-
place in a different kind of 
national championship.

The LSCO team of Hunter 
Davis, Robert Simpson, 
Holden deWit and Cameron 
Tristan earned it in the Na-
tional Academic Quiz Tour-

nament Community College 
Quiz Bowl.

“I’m really proud of these 
guys,” Johnson said, speak-
ing for both teams. “You’ve 
got to admit for a little school 
this year to have two teams 
in national tournaments, 
things are good.”

The Gators’ Jack Tindel 
and Brett Fregia finished 
seventh nationally in the 
Bassmaster College Nation-
als held in late 2020. They 
are joining classmates Trent 
Buchholz and Grady Doucet 

at 

Gov. Greg Abbott an-
nounced Tuesday that he will 
end Texas’ statewide mask 
mandate next week and will 
allow all businesses to oper-
ate at full capacity.

“It is now time to open 
Texas 100%,” Abbott said 
from a Mexican restaurant 
in Lubbock, arguing that 
Texas has fought the corona-
virus pandemic to the point 
that “people and businesses 
don’t need the state telling 
them how to operate” any 
longer.

Abbott said he was re-
scinding “most of the earlier 
executive orders” he has is-
sued over the past year to 
stem the spread of the virus. 
He said starting March 10, 

“all businesses of any type 
are allowed to open 100%.” A 
spokesperson later con-
firmed that includes sport-
ing events, concerts and sim-
ilar events. Masks will no 
longer be required in public 
for the first time since last 
summer.

Meanwhile, the spread of 
the virus remains substantial 
across the state, with Texas 
averaging over 200 reported 
deaths a day over the last 
week. And while Abbott has 
voiced optimism that vacci-
nations will accelerate soon, 
less than 7% of Texans had 
been fully vaccinated as of 
this weekend.

More than 40,000 people 
have died in from the virus 
in Texas since the pandemic 
began.

Texas will become the 

most populous state in the 
country not to have a mask 
mandate. More than 30 
states currently have one in 
place.

Abbott urged Texans to 
still exercise “personal vigi-
lance” in navigating the pan-
demic. “It’s just that now 
state mandates are no longer 
needed,” he said.

Currently, most businesses 
are permitted to operate at 
75% capacity unless their re-
gion is seeing a jump in CO-
VID-19 hospitalizations. 
While he was allowing busi-
nesses to fully reopen, Ab-
bott said that people still 
have the right to operate how 
they want and can “limit ca-
pacity or implement addi-
tional safety protocols.” Ab-
bott’s executive order said 
there was nothing stopping 

businesses from requiring 
employees or customers to 
wear masks.

The lifted mandate raises 
questions for public univer-
sities, which have been re-
quiring masks for in-person 
classes and other activities. 
Multiple public universities 
have said they are reviewing 
what the new order will 
mean for in person activities 
and will provide updates be-
fore the mandate is officially 
lifted. The University of 
North Texas said in-person 
graduation ceremonies this 
spring will still be “masked, 
socially distanced and will 
not include walking the 
stage.” Some private univer-
sities including Rice Univer-
sity, said they have no plans 
to change their mask policies 
on campus.

Cheers mingled with tears 
at last week’s scaled-down 
Greater Orange Area Cham-
ber of Commerce Annual 
Awards luncheon that was 
topped by Michelle Tub-
bleville being named Citizen 
of the Year.

Tubbleville, the Special 
Projects Coordinator for the 
County of Orange, was hon-
ored for the 24/7 way she 
brings together people with 
needs caused by natural di-
sasters with volunteers or 
government programs to 
meet those needs.

But she had to share the 
spotlight with the bitter-
sweet memories of two past 
Chamber presidents award-
ed Lifetime Achievement 
Awards posthumously to 
former mayor Dan Mohon 
and auto dealer Dean Grang-
er.

Additionally, third former 
Chamber regular who, like 
Granger and Mohon, passed 
away in 2020, Tim Schossow 
was honored by having the 
annual fundraising golf 

tournament named in his 
honor.

Other award winners in-
cluded CASA, the Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates 
Sabine-Neches Region re-
ceiving Non-Profit Commu-
nity Service Award; Childs 
Ace Hardware taking home 
the Business Community 
Service Award; and Christy 
Khoury winning the Life-
time Ambassador Award.

The event at First Baptist 
Church-Orange, originally 
scheduled for December but 
rescheduled because of CO-
VID-19, began with Mau-
reen McAllister passing the 
gavel as 2020 Chamber 
Chairman to 2021 Chair-
man Chris Kovatch. Then 
Kovatch honored McAllister 
for her service. Sherry Hom-
mel, a member of the Past 
Chairman’s Council, assist-
ed them in making the 
night’s awards.

The annual banquet nor-
mally draws crowds of 300 
or more. About 50 people at-
tended the slimmed-down 

Tubbleville, cheers, 
tears top Orange 
Chamber awards

Patty Collins is running 
for a second term on the 
Bridge City school board 
but hardly considers herself 
a politician.

She’s just continuing a ca-
reer of service to education: 
Her day job is Executive Di-
rector of College Affairs for 
Lamar State College Or-
ange.

“The fringe of politics. 
That’s what I call the school 
board,” she said. “I never re-
ally had a desire to be in 
politics, but I love serving 
our district.”

BCISD stakeholders will 
go to the polls May 1 to de-
cide two races. Collins is 
running against Paul Zoch 
for Place 1 while Judy Cole, 
another incumbent, is on 
the ballot along with Caleb 
Hayes for Place 2. BCISD 
board members serve for a 
three-year term.

“We have a full slate of 
contested races this year, so 
this will be a busy couple of 
months,” Collins said.

Not that she hasn’t always 
stayed busy with a career 
spent in professional and 
leadership positions. Col-
lins, a Bridge City high 
school alum, was active as-
sisting her hometown 
schools for many years be-
fore joining its school board 
in 2017.

“I have a servant heart 
and I felt called to serve,” 
she explained. “I felt like the 

school district was the best 
place to start serving.”

With a bachelor’s degree 
in business administration 
from Stephen F. Austin 
State University and a mas-
ter’s of science in organiza-
tional development from 
Abilene Christian Universi-
ty, Collins has spent much 
of her life devoted to con-
tinuous learning. That was 
one reason she became a 
volunteer with Junior 
Achievement to provide 
their programs in Bridge 
City schools.

She was a member of sev-

eral citizen committees un-
der former schools superin-
tendents Jamey Harrison 
and Mike King, including 
“Taking Stock” and facili-
ties.

“I really took some time 
to get involved in the dis-
trict before I ran for school 
board,” Collins said. “When 
there was an open seat, I felt 
it was my time to run.

“Some might think you 
just show up once a month 
for a meeting, but being on 
the school board takes a lot 
of time and dedication.”

The BCISD board is 

meeting three nights this 
week for first-round inter-
views with candidates to re-
place retiring superinten-
dent Todd Lintzen. A search 
firm was hired by the board 
to assist in developing a list 
of candidates.

“I feel like Bridge City has 
a lot to offer,” Collins said. 
“But one negative is that liv-
ing on the coast, you have to 
deal with hurricanes. It’s 
important to me that our 
next superintendent  under-
stands the reality of a po-

LSCO’s Johnson says ‘Things are good’

Abbott rescinding Texas mask mandate

Bridge City native Patty Collins, Executive Director of College Affairs for Lamar State College Or-
ange, is seeking a second three-year term on the Bridge City school district board.
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Collins brings trained eyes to BCISD

Texas House Speaker Dade Phelan visits with Dr. Tom Johnson, 
Lamar State College Orange president, during Johnson’s visit to 
the Capitol in Austin, where he reported last week on the school’s 
progress and plans for the future to the Senate Finance Commit-
tee. Tuesday, Johnson had a virtual meeting with the Texas House 
Appropriations Committee, a routine happening for all state-fund-
ed schools.

GOACC AWARDS Page 3A
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As Texas recovers from the 
destructive storms last week, 
the legislature is back at work 
and focused on finding an-
swers to what happened last 
week. This week we also re-
sumed work on the budget in 
the Senate Finance Commit-
tee. We heard from Article III 
agencies, including TEA and 
all of our institutes of higher 
education. To finish the week, 
we will hear from Article II 
agencies, including Health and 
Human Services Commission 
and the Department of State Health 
Services.

Here are five things happening 
around your state:

1. Six ERCOT board members resign

As of Thursday, six members of 
ERCOT&#39;s 16-member board an-
nounced they would resign Tuesday af-
ter massive blackouts affecting millions 
of Texans during disastrous winter 
weather left many without power in 
subfreezing temperatures for days. Five 
of the six board members that are re-
signing, including the chairwoman and 
the vice-chairman, live out-of-state, a 
fact that many Texans and legislators 
take issue with. Several legislators have 
filed bills to ensure that all ERCOT 
board members are Texas residents. ER-
COT manages the flow of electric pow-
er through the state&#39;s power grid. 
Weeks before the storm, ERCOT as-
sured stakeholders that power plants 
were prepared for winter storms. 
It&#39;s obvious that was not the case, 
and as the vice-chair of the Senate Busi-
ness and Commerce Committee, I look 
forward to getting answers from ER-
COT, the PUC, power generators, and 
other industry professionals about what 
went wrong and how to prevent such a 
catastrophic failure in the future.

2. Governor calls meeting of legisla-
tors about electric billing

Over the weekend, Governor Abbott 
convened an emergency meeting of a 
group of legislators to discuss the spike 
in Texans energy bills following the 
power outages across the state. As a 
member of that work group, I think 
it&#39;s important for Texans to know 

that this issue is a pri-
ority for all of us. We 
are working quickly 
and collaboratively in 
both chambers to ad-
dress this issue.

The system is com-
plicated and assessing 
the total cost of these 
energy bills is ongoing. 
I look forward to find-
ing a solution to these 
issues and find ways 

the state can help mol-
lify this extreme finan-

cial burden.

3. Vaccinations get back on track 
after winter storms

Distribution for the COVID-19 vac-
cine was disrupted last week due to the 
intense winter weather Texas faced. Six 
million doses nationwide, including 
450,000 doses bound for Texas, were 
delayed due to deferred shipments, im-
passable road conditions, and power 
outages.

However, vaccine providers are confi-
dent that Texas can rebound. This week 
1.5 million doses are set to arrive in the 
state, including last week&#39;s unde-
livered doses. This comes as vaccine 
makers told Congress that a big jump in 
delivery of doses is coming in the near 
future. By the end of March, Pfizer and 
Moderna expect to have provided the 
government with 220 million vaccines. 
Moreover, both companies expect to 
deliver 300 million doses each by the 
end of the summer and Johnson and 
Johnson assured they would provide 
100 million of their vaccines.

4. PUC issues moratorium on utility 
disconnection for non-payment

In an emergency meeting, the Public 
Utility Commission issued an order 
halting utility disconnections for non-
payment. These orders are directed at 
investor owned utilities that fall under 
the PUC&#39;s jurisdiction, including 
Oncor, AEP, CenterPoint, and TNMP. 
Importantly, they do not apply to mu-
nicipally owned utilities or electric co-
operatives. This is welcome news as 
many Texas received high electric bills 
following the widespread power outages 
during the winter storms. Though 

many Texans are on fixed rate electric-
ity contracts with their providers, those 
that are not are facing sky-rocketing 
bills. The PUC strongly urged retail 
electric providers to delay sending in-
voices out, especially to residential cus-
tomers.

5. Students learning virtually will not 
have to take the STAAR test

Texas Education Commissioner Mike 
Morath announced that Texas students 
who are learning remotely this semester 
will not be required to take the annual 
STAAR test. The state logistically 
can&#39;t administer the test remotely, 
so those students can opt-out. However, 
students who are learning in-person 
will be taking the STAAR test, but with-
out any of the stakes attached. This 
year, the test is being used to gauge 
where students are at after a year of dis-
rupted learning caused by the pandem-
ic. There will be no accountability for 
school districts or campuses attached 
to the STAAR this year and it will not 
be used to evaluate whether or not stu-
dents can or should progress to the next 
grade level.

My 5-Cents . . .
By State Senator Robert Nichols

Sen. Robert Nichols
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Scientific studies have proven that if hearing loss goes 
untreated, a condition called “auditory deprivation” occurs. 
Hearing loss starves the auditory centers of your brain of 
acoustic information, affecting your ability to understand speech.
Don’t wait any longer to have your hearing checked!
USE IT OR LOSE IT!  
The longer your hearing loss goes untreated, the more likely it is 
your brain will actually “forget” how to hear.
BUT THERE’S GOOD NEWS! 
High-quality rechargeable hearing instruments can ensure 
the auditory centers of your brain “stays busy,” minimizing the 
effects of auditory deprivation.

FREE
HEARING
SCREENING!

VFW Auxiliary Spring
Garage Sale

The VFW Auxiliary 2775 Orange will 
be holding their Spring Garage Sale in the 
VFW Hall at 5303 N.16th St on Saturday 
March 13, 2021 from 8:00AM to 2:00PM. 
The cost per table is $15.00, each cloths 
rack will be an additional $5.00. For more 
information contact Mary 
Snapp(409-697-0380). Payments can be 
mailed to Mary Snapp at 7927 Sandra 
Lane Orange Tx 77632. Please makes 
checks out to VFW AUX 2775.

American Legion Post 
#49 to hold Election of 
Officers 

The Lloyd Grubbs American Legion 
Post #49 located at 108 Green Ave. in Or-
ange will hold nomination for Officers on 
Saturday, March 12, 2021 at 2 pm.  Elec-
tion for Officers will be on Saturday, April 
10th at 2 pm and Installation of Officers 
will be on Saturday, May 8th at 2 pm.

The American Legion Post #49 hold 
their monthly meetings the 2nd Saturday 
at 2 pm each month.
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2017 Ford Explorer
Limited SUV

2.3L 4 Cyl. Engine, Automatic Trans., 
Exterior Color: Silver, Interior Color: Black, 

Mileage: 58186, Stock #: C1078

$24,741

2015 Ram 1500 Laramie 
Truck Crew Cab

3.0L 6 Cyl., Automatic Trans.,  Exterior: 
Flame Red Clearcoat, Interior: Black,

Mileage: 60471, Stock #: P2359

$30,294

2017 Honda Pilot
EX-L SUV

3.5L 6 Cyl. Engine,  Automatic Trans.,  
Exterior Color: Gray, Interior Color: Gray, 

Mileage: 91148, Stock #: P2356

$21,400

2017 Ford Expedition
EL Limited SUV

3.5L 6 Cyl. Engine, Automatic Trans.,
Exterior Color: Black, Mileage: 99219,

Stock #: P2352

$28,604

2019 Hyundai Tucson 
SE SUV

2.0L 4 Cyl. Engine, Automatic Trans., Coli-
seum Gray Exterior, Gray Interior, Mileage: 

27952, Stock #: P2357

$17,397

2017 Chevrolet Traverse 
LT SUV

3.6L 6 Cyl., Automatic., Silver Ice Metallic 
Exterior, Dark Titanium Light Titanium Inte-

rior, Mileage 57959, Stock #: P2350

$19,140

2017 Chevy Silverado 
1500 LTZ Crew Cab

5.3L 8  Cyl. , Automatic,  Exterior Color: 
Iridescent Pearl Tricoat, Interior Color: Jet 

Black, Mileage: 85331 Stock #: 8003C

$32,427

2017 Dodge Challenger 
R/T Coupe

5.7L 8 Cyl. Engine, Automatic Trans.,  Oc-
tane Red Pearlcoat Exterior, Black Interior, 

Milage: 62385, Stock #: P2349

$25,980

Quality Preowned
Cars & Trucks

Shop Us Online For New & Preowned

www.SabineRiverFord.com

Quality Preowned
Cars & Trucks

Shop Us Online For New & Preowned

www.SabineRiverFord.com

tential hurricane.”
Everybody in the world is 

in their second year of deal-
ing with another more dead-
ly disaster, the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“Our district has done a 
great job administering CO-
VID-19 safety protocols,” 
Collins said. “That keeps the 
numbers down and students 
stay in school. The school 
district COVID-19 dash-
board is very good.”

Among Collins’ duties at 
LSCO is campus COVID-19 
coordinator.

“Between keeping up with 
the CDC guidelines, the state 
guidelines and the county 
guidelines, it’s a challenge,” 
she said. “But we’re doing 
very well on our campus.”

Collins is Title IX coordi-
nator at LSCO, which in-
cludes promoting awareness 
of and investigation of com-

plaints of sexual misconduct 
on campus. She’s also the 
school’s emergency and risk 
management coordinator.

Before moving to LSCO 
four years ago, she spent 21 
years at Industrial Safety 
Training Council (ISTC), 
where she was vice president 
of operations/human re-
sources. She was general 
manager for Magnum Fire & 
Safety Systems before that.

She is an active member at 
Bridge City’s St. Paul United 

Methodist Church, which 
her grandmother, Della Col-
lins, helped found.

When she gets the time, 
Collins loves the beach.

“I feel at complete peace 
when I can listen to the 
waves and feel the sand be-
tween my toes,” she said.

“I love spending time with 
my family, including my two 
beautiful grandchildren and 
my four-legged fur-baby Abi-
gail.”

Collins   From Page 1

GOACC awards   From Page 1

LSCO’s Johnson   From Page 1

luncheon prepared by BG 
Catering.

Dean Granger was repre-
sented at the gathering by his 
wife, Kim, and brother Al 
Granger, who partnered with 
Dean to co-own and operate 
Granger Chevrolet and 
Granger RV. Dean was cited 
as the driving force of the 
Chamber’s Shop Local initia-
tive.

Besides the Chamber, 
Granger was also on the 
committee for First State 
Bank and the Board of Direc-
tors for the City of Orange 
Economic Development Cor-
poration, as well as serving 
in many positions for the 
United Way of Orange Coun-
ty, including Board Chair.

Al Granger broke into 
tears when it was time to talk 
about his brother and his sis-
ter-in-law Kim best summed 
it up.

“You know how when 
you’re grieving, you have 
good hours, OK hours, hard 
hours and really, really hard 
hours,” she said. “Today has 
been good and hard. We 
thank you for honoring him.”

Mohon had the unique dis-
tinction of serving as mayor 
for two cities. He was Or-
ange’s two-term mayor from 
1988-92 and was just re-
elected as Pinehurst mayor 
before he passed away.

He was a native of west 

Texas and a graduate of Tex-
as Tech University, where he 
earned a business degree in 
banking and real estate. He 
and his wife, Manon, moved 
from Lubbock to Orange in 
1974, with their two young 
sons, Monty and Marcus.

He served his community 
at First Baptist Church, then 
Trinity Baptist Church. He 
was a member of the board of 
the Lutcher Theater, the La-
mar State Foundation board, 
the Red Cross board, the 
Southeast Texas Regional 
Planning Commission, and a 
past president of the Orange 
Rotary Club.

“Dan loved Orange and he 
loved serving,” said Mohon’s 
wife. “He and this communi-
ty were like good friends. 
Thank you for that friend-
ship.”

Mohon’s sons, Marcus and 
Monty, told of growing up 
listening to their dad’s sto-
ries and slowly realizing the 
powerful connection be-
tween their dad and the city 
of Orange.

“I’m a son of Orange, a lit-
tle knucklehead who grew up 
here,” Monty said. “This is a 
good place, a solid place, just 
a lot of good people that have 
a lot of good stories to tell.”

Schossow, a Bridge City 
resident and the husband of 
longtime Chamber President 
Ida Schossow, was “really the 

unofficial third employee of 
the Chamber. He just never 
received a paycheck,” McAl-
lister said. “He’s been on our 
board and involved in the 
Chamber for a very long 
time.

“He dedicated his life to 
whatever Ida told him to do, 
and he loved it. He organized 
the golf tournament. Our ex-
ecutive committee got to-
gether and wanted to do 
something special to recog-
nize him.”

“Tim would have loved 
this,” Ida Schossow said of 
the honor. “Thank you for 
this beautiful honor.”

Tubberville worked for the 
county’s IT department until 
moved to her current job af-
ter Hurricane Harvey in 
2017.

“Commissioners Court 
saw how much of her own 
time she spent to make sure 
as many people as possible 
were helped,” Commissioner 
Johnny Trahan said. “It 
wasn’t even her job.

“So we decided to put her 
in a position to coordinate 
volunteer groups and aid 
coming into the county. She 
has brought so much aid and 
helped so many that would 
have ordinarily fallen 
through the cracks. There is 
nothing she wouldn’t do to 
help our citizens.”

Chris Kovatch, incoming Chairman of the Greater Orange Area Chamber of Commerce, presents a 
gavel on a plaque to 2020 Chairman Maureen McAllister during the Chamber’s Awards luncheon held 
recently at Orange’s First Baptist Church. The small ceremony replaced the more lavish banquet that 
was postponed by COVID-19 protocols.                            RECORD PHOTO: Dave Rogers

the FLW Nationals.
LSCO’s Quiz Bowl squad 

had one better finish in the 
school’s history, say sponsors 
Eric Owens and George 
Scarborough.

Johnson’s visit to Austin 
last week included late-night 
testimony as to the resilience 
of LSCO to maintain enroll-
ment and student success 
during the pandemic and 
multiple hurricanes.

This week, he was in Port 
Arthur, joining Lamar State 
College Port Arthur Presi-
dent Dr. Betty Reynard in a 
virtual hookup to Austin 
with the House Appropria-

tions Committee.
“It was the same exact 

thing today,” he said of his 
testimony.

Johnson said his requests 
of the legislators who create 
the state budget every two 
years came in four parts:

“No. 1 is parity,” he said of 
Lamar State schools not hav-
ing access to local taxpayer 
funds like schools that have 
community college taxing 
districts. The 2019 legisla-
ture delivered parity fund-
ing.

“That allowed us to bring 
down tuition 25 percent. It 
was so successful in that en-

rollment went up and we 
asked them to do it again.”

Second is money for re-
pairing storm damage and a 
$1.5 million generator.

Third is $1.5 million to 
build an Industrial Technol-
ogy Academy to create a 
learning space for dual credit 
students and others to devel-
op a trade or craft.

Finally, Johnson’s funding 
requests included a $40 mil-
lion tuition revenue bond to 
build a new state of the art 
Academic Building.

“Just because I ask for this 
doesn’t mean I’ll get every-
thing. But I’m asking.”
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From The Creaux’s Nest

GOOD NEWS ON ECONOMIC FRONT

Manufacturing in the U.S. hit a three-year high last 
month. A broad rally Monday sent the Dow Jones Indus-
trial average more than 600 points higher and gave the 
S&P 500, its best day in nine months. Strong consumer 
demand for goods, increasing business investment, a roar-
ing housing market and our global economic growth by 
the Biden Administration supporting our U.S. manufac-
turing, will benefit our total recovery. If passed by the 
Senate, the $1.9 trillion COVID-19 Relief Bill, combat-
ing the pandemic and bolstering the economy, should give 
all citizens good reason to be optimist about better days 
and times in the coming year. In the short run, the relief 
bill will help many of our citizens who are suffering now. 
We all have hope that the aggressive vaccination drive by 
our government will, before the year is out, make the 
pandemic history remembered only as a crippling blow 
that took over 515,000 lives and affected millions more in 
the United States. Better days will only occur if everyone 
does their part and abides by the rules of health experts.  I 
have reservations about Gov. Abbott’s order to end mask 
mandate March 10. He made the mistake earlier to open 
the state too early and it backfired.

THE GOP BEYOND TRUMP

Donald J. Trump is a twice impeached, one term presi-
dent and on Jan. 6, 2021, he became a has-been. That’s 
when his political future as a successful candidate died, 
with the White Supremacy invasion of the United States 
Capital by a mob that Trump himself instigated. Sen. 
Lindsey Graham is right when he says the Republican 
nomination is Trump’s if he wants it. The CPAC straw 
poll gave Trump 55% of the primary vote, knocking every 
other candidate out. However, the straw poll showed only 
68% of Republicans would vote for Trump for president 
again. You however, can bet the farm that Donald Trump 
will never again be elected to public office. He will use it as 
a “Cash Cow” or to be a thorn to both Republicans and 
Democrats. His Sunday “Big Lie” speech at CPAC proved 
to me that Trump is done, stick a fork in him. You can bet 
the GOP will be looking beyond Trump after the midterm 
elections if not before.

TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME
10 Years Ago-2011

The events of the last few days, the death of Staci Lisen-
by, and the arrest of her young son is depressing to me be-
cause it’s just so sad. We had no doubt; from the minute we 
heard the slightest details that this crime wasn’t done by 
some murderer on the loose in the area. My heart bleeds 
for everyone involved, the  Lisenby family, the  Hebert 
family, Staci’s friends and co-workers, as well as her stu-
dents and her son’s classmates. It’s just all so senseless, 
unexplainable and terrible. It wasn’t a difficult crime to 
solve but it was a case that had to be handled diligently and 
without error. I believe  Sheriff Keith Merritt, his offi-
cers, the DA’s office  and other  assisting law enforce-
ment handled this case as well as it could be under the sit-
uation. The Sheriff was in a position that he was limited on 
what he could release. I personally believe Sheriff Merritt, 
with guidance from the DA’s office, did a good job on a 
very touchy case. Remember there was a juvenile 
involved.*****We were sorry to hear about the death of Al-
lene Yokum, age 75, who passed away on Feb. 24. We had 
known  Allene  since the late 1950’s. We enjoyed many 
hours of her picking and singing. She packed her guitar 
wherever she went and was ready to entertain at a mo-
ments notice. Her great voice could belt out almost any 
song you requested. One she always played for me was 
“The High Sheriff and Police are Coming After Me.” She 
was otherwise a quite, soft-spoken lady. A good 
woman.*****Our condolences go out also to the family 
of James Otha Crumpler, 84, founder of Crumpler ship-
building in Orange and Crumpler Machine Shop, the old-
est consistent business in Bridge City. Mr. Crumpler 
passed away Feb. 25. Service was held Sunday, Feb. 27. To 
his children who we have known throughout their young 
lives in Bridge City, daughters, Sherilyn, Ann, Jana and 
sons James and Steve, their families. He was a good 
man.***** Roy and Betty Harmon have a lot in common. 
Neither one could speak English when they started school, 
both mostly were raised by a grandmother and both had 
wayward dads who flew the coupe early. *****Speaking of 
Cajuns, our buddy Jessie Domingue  is now retired from 
the oilrigs and has put a band together called  Jessie & 
Company. He’s back to his first love of singing and 
entertaining.*****Special folks celebrating birthdays this 
week. Our friend coach Sam Moore marks another birth-
day on March 6. Sam operates The Zone, a baseball school 
where he teaches hitting and pitching.***A wonderful 
lady, Pat Pate, celebrates her day on March 8.***Carolyn 
Sheppard is also celebrating. She and Buddy have moved 
away from Bridge City. ***Franklin Scales celebrated this 
week.***Libby Mitchell, a nice lady, very smart, who 
served on Orange City Council. ***** Pinehurst city ad-
ministrator Robert Ewart will resign in May and head out 
to the Hill Country and campout at his 15-acre place to 
watch the sun rise and beautiful sunsets. He will be a few 
miles out of Uvalde. 

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
Obituaries 10 Years Ago-2021

Roy Roger Brown Sr, 62, of Bridge City, died Thursday, 
Feb. 24. Graveside services were held on Tuesday, March 1. 
Roy is survived by his mother, Dorothy Sonnier; daughter, 
Rachel Renee Shields; son, Roy R. Brown Jr., grandchil-
dren, Eric and Hannah Shields.****George W. Nett III, 64, 
of Orange died Friday, Feb. 25. Funeral services were held 
on Tuesday, March 1. George retired as a railroad switch-
man for Southern Pacific Railroad after 27 years. George is 
survived by his wife Melissa Nett; son, George W. Nett IV; 
daughters, Kimberly Tanner, Tracie Strother and Misty 
Fontenot; ten grandchildren.***** Judy Louise Angelle, 
69, of Orange passed away on Friday, Feb. 25. Service was 
held on Wednesday, March 2. She was employed at Dupont 
as a mail clerk for many years. She is survived by her 
daughters, Cindy Kindle, Tena Walker; son, Ken Roddy; 
eight grandchildren and one great grandchild

23 Years Ago-1998

Kelly Ray Thompson, age 30, a former resident of Or-
ange, has been charged with the stabbing death of a Wash-
ington woman on Feb. 10.  Thompson  confessed to the 
murder of Cathy Jean Jacks Webb, 41, of Tacoma. Thomp-
son  also claimed to have killed her boyfriend, which 
turned out not to be true. Sheriff ’s deputy Ted Betts had 
stopped  Thompson  on suspicion of DWI when he con-
fessed to the murder. Law enforcement, unaware there had 
been a murder, went to her apartment. A large, bloody 
knife was on the kitchen table and Jacks Webb’s body was 
on the kitchen floor covered with a blanket.  Thomp-
son wove a chilling tale of murders in California, Colorado 
and Texas. In Orange,  Thompson  lived at 607 Orange 
Ave., worked at the Brown Center where the wedding to 
his wife Penny, a local Orangite, had taken place. Everyone 
was shocked at the news. Kelly was well liked by those who 
knew him. He had married and settled down to make Or-
ange home when he abruptly disappeared in January. (Edi-
tor’s note: We here at the newspaper heard from Kelly for 
a couple of years after the murder but haven’t heard since. 
He is serving a life sentence.)*****Vickie Edgerly, chief 
deputy in the district clerk’s office, is running for the of-
fice. *****County clerk, Karen Jo Vance, is running for re-
election. She has 22 years experience in the offices, first as 
a worker then as the boss. *****The quote of the week 
comes from Buckshot Winfree, port board president. At 
the going away party of port director Roger Richard, who 
resigned to take a job in Baton Rough,  Buckshot, while 
presenting a going away plaque, turned to port commis-
sioner Joel Steirman and said, “Here Joel, you present this 
plaque, you had more to do with him leaving than anyone 
else.”*****Former Orangefield pole-vaulter  Jacob Da-
vis  won first place at the Big 12, indoor championships, 
with a vault of 18.5 feet. He hopes to win the national 
championship for the  Texas Longhorns. *****Shane 
Dronett  signed a two-year contract with coach  Dan 
Reeves  and the  Atlanta Falcons. *****Former  West Or-
ange-Stark and A&M star Kevin Smith has his contract 
with the Dallas Cowboys extended to 2003. *****Celebrat-
ing birthdays are pretty Vickie Brown  and her dad Earl 
Drake. Also celebrating is Jerry Bell. *****Modica Broth-
ers  Tire dealers opens a store on 16th. St.  John Brous-
sard  is the manager. *****Ted Selman, 47, filed for port 
board. *****Wayne Reeh  announced his candidacy for 
county judge. *****Sheriff Capt. David Peck is a candidate 
for Justice of the Peace, Place 1. *****Judge Marlin Shel-
ton asks for re-election to J.P. Pct. 3. *****A.R. Morgan is 
candidate for county commissioner, Pct. 2. *****Republi-
can Cimron Campbell seeks J.P. post, Pct. 2, against long-
time  J.P. Marlin Shelton. (Editor’s note:  Campbell  won 
and was the first Republican elected in Orange 
County.)*****Todd Lindsey  is candidate for county com-
missioner, Pct. 2.*****Vanessa Meaux seeks county clerk’s 
office against incumbent Karen Jo Vance. *****Mary Lou 
Klinkhammer opposes Vickey Edgerly for district Clerk.

A FEW HAPPENINGS

Tuesday, March 2, was Texas Independence Day. We 
forget that men who came here to find a new life and new 
opportunities instead found war. Their belief in Texas 
brought death to many but Texas inherited an indomitable 
spirit. Actually, we should celebrate an entire week be-
cause it is also the week the Alamo fell. Those brave men 
at the Alamo fought to preserve this state. Had  Santa 
Anna  overwhelmed the Alamo quickly, the outcome at 
San Jacinto might have been different. Maybe God prede-
termined that  Sam Houston  should lead Texas because 
you see; he too was born on March 2, in 1782, in Rock-
bridge County, Va. An Orange Countian, Claiborne West, 
signed the Declaration of Independence, at Washington on 
the Brazos, and has a park named in his honor in Orange 
County. The late County Judge Grover Halliburton  es-
tablished the  Claiborne West Park.  Donna Scales, for-
mer park director, honors  Halliburton  for his foresight. 
Texas is not only a state in the minds of many; it is a whole 
other country. Thanks to the brave men who gave their 
lives so Texas could be a great state.*****Hard to believe 
that 41 years ago this week, Tuesday, March 4, 1980, the 
ribbing cutting and grand opening ceremonies for Wal-
Mart 280th store and first in this area was held at Bridge 
City. Manager of the new store was  Frank Boren. Over 
100 city, county and area dignitaries attended.  Mr. Sam 
Walton  talked to the crowd. He commented that the 
Bridge City store was one of their finest and the response 
to the opening was the best ever. Roy Dunn, publisher of 
the Opportunity Valley News, served as Master of Cere-
monies. In attendance were county judge  Pete Run-
nels  and Bridge City mayor  Gordon Harvey, who took 
part in the ribbon cutting.  Miss Bridge City, Teresa 
Hearn and Mr. Sam cut the ribbon. At the time Wal-Mart 
only went into communities with populations below 15 
thousand. At the time Mr. Sam couldn’t have envisioned 
how Super Wal-Mart’s would end up being the largest re-
tailer in the country and now all over the world. The Bridge 
City store is one of few small stores remaining in the 
chain.*****A few folks we know celebrating birthdays in 
the next few days. March 4, Cassie Bearden celebrates to-
day as does Carolyn Sheppard. On this day 10 years ago 
singer Johnny Preston died.*****March 5, Jennifer Byrd 
and Lenzi Belcher share birthdays.*****March 6, Two 
good old boys, Sam Moore and Mark Brinson 
celebrate.***This was the date in 1836 the Alamo 
fell.*****March 7, former sheriff Mike White is a year old-
er, so is our friend Libby Mitchell. A good guy Ricky Tra-
han celebrates along with Sharon Crumpler.*****March 
8, two special ladies, Pat Pate and Liz Weaver celebrate. 

Both of these ladies have overcome health problems. Hap-
py Birthday to all.*****  According to Orbin Ross the fol-
lowing are some of the better boxers from the Orange area 
that fought from the 1970’s until the early 1980’s. They 
are as follows: Norris Leger, Cris Leger, Carl Gene Sha-
fer, Lee Sanders, David Fairchild, Edward Fairchild, 
Nolan Broussard, Craig Chesson, Mike Harrison, Ray 
Posey and Ed Block. These guys were all exceptional 
athletes.*****Our friends Cherry and Cedric Stout are 
hanging in there. Cedric age 99, is fortunate to have Cher-
ry as his nurse, caregiver and cook. With her help he is 
weathering his elder years just fine and looking forward to 
year 100.*****We ran into Bob and Virginia Fox at Gulf 
Coast Cardiology. She was Joe Chenella’s secretary for 
several years and still keeps up with Joe and 
Nancy.*****Judge Pat Clark called the office to check on 
Roy yesterday.  While on the phone with Janelle, we 
learned that Pat Jr. finished his Master’s in Education  at 
the end of 2020 and was just notified of a maintaining a 
perfect GPA.  He also was just recently appointed as the 
Special Education Department Chairman at Spring ISD.  
The Judge’s grandaughter Whitney graduated St. Thomas 
University in Miami last spring, and due to Covid just re-
ceived her Degree in Business.*****I can’t get over how 
bad our place looks. That deep freeze did a number on our 
courtyard. Many large plants bit the dust, some over 10 
years old. Many palms were lost along with the citrus 
trees. Hopefully they will come back but it will take prob-
ably more years than I have left. All homeowners face the 
same destruction. The best bet to re-landscape is to call 
Pete at Coastal Landscaping.*****Be sure to check out the 
Harbor Freight insert in this paper for some great sale 
prices. Use the coupons in this circular and save on many 
items. Harbor Freight is set to open in Orange. Tell them 
we sent you. 

BREAUX BIRTHDAYS

Celebrating birthdays this week are Joan Broussard, 
Andy Pryor, Donna Sullivan, Jo Young, Barron Nimitz, 
Carolyn Hillsten, Jerry Maldonado, John Philps, Gene-
vieve Simon, Jennifer Barclay Misty Thurman, Leisa 
Miller, Shelly Granger, Christi Wiegreffe, Ryan Buker, 
Angela Burris Don Grooms, Santiago Baca, Jordon 
Doiron.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

March 3: Actors Julie Bowen, 50; Christian Oliver, 48; 
Natalie Kelly, 35.*****March 3: Basketball player Dray-
man Green, 31; Actors Patricia Heaton, 63 and Cathe-
rine O’Hara, 67.*****March 5: Actor Eva Mendes, 47; Ma-
gician Penn Gillette, 66; Model Niki Taylor, 46.*****March 
6: Basketball player Shaquille O’Neal, 49; Comedian DL 
Hughley, 58; Actor Moira Kelly, 53.*****March 7: Come-
dian Wanda Sykes, 57; Actors Bryan Cranston, 65 and TJ 
Thyne, 46.*****March 8: Actors Freddie Prinze, Jr., 45 
and Camryn Manheim, 60.*****March 9: Actors Mat-
thew Gray Gubler, 41 and Brittany Snow, 35; TV Show 
Host Steve Wilkos, 57.

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

Marie Primeaux stop by Dr. Mouton’s office. She had 
some bad bruises and maybe a broken jaw. Dr. Mouton 
ake, “Mais Marie, wat happen to you hanh.”

Marie say, “Well, it’s like dis Doc everytime Tee Man 
come home drunk him, he beat me up.”

The doctor said, “I believe I have a good remedy for 
dat me.”

“Wat’s dat,” Marie ake.
“Well do wat I say, “ said da doctor. “Wen he come 

home and he’s been drinking, jus take a glass of sweet 
tea, swish it around in you mouth, jus swish but don’t 
swallow until he goes to bed and fall asleep.”

“O.K. Doc, I’ll so dat me,” Marie said.
About four or tree weeks later, Marie come back to da 

doctor’s office.
“Doc,” she say, “Dat was da best idea, everytime Tee 

Man come home drunk, I swish dat sweet tea until he 
go to sleep an he don’t touch me. See, I got no bruises.”

Da doctor look at Marie and he say, “Marie, now you 
see how keeping you mouth shut helps.”

C’EST TOUT
Recalling Mardi Gras Days

Mardi Gras in my youth was a long time ago. I’ve trav-
eled a lot of miles since those early days in that little Cajun 
town. All the good people of those Mardi Gras and Lent-
en days are now gone. The Mardi Gras celebration didn’t 
happen this year because of COVID-19. It doesn’t even 
feel like the Lenten season now. Over the years the Mardi 
Gras one day celebration had really changed but this year, 
due to the pandemic, not even small celebrations were 
held. For country folks, Mardi Gras day began early in the 
morning with masked horseback riders going through the 
countryside collecting chickens for a big gumbo to be en-
joyed later in the day. It was a day filled with laughter, 
fun, games and pranks. While the gumbo was simmering, 
a made up band furnished the music. The gumbo was 
brewed on an open fire using the chickens the men had 
gathered and the women had plucked and prepared. The 
women always did the chores except when a big iron pot 
was cooking cracklins. The men attended to that. The 
lard would later be used for soap makings. Too many hot 
cracklins could very well serve as a purgative. Even today, I 
can still taste how good those big, meaty cracklins were. 
The band always had an accordion, fiddle, and a harmoni-
ca, a bass fiddle made with a washtub, string and broom-
stick. Someone always played the scrub board, while 
others played the spoons, two big spoons were bounced off 
a leg, clinking together. I don’t ever recall seeing a guitar. 
John Thibeaux had a big house and the furniture was 
moved outdoors and the living room became a dance floor. 
The party lasted all day and into the night. When the 
weather was bad, the celebration moved into someone’s 
barn. The youngsters played games like hide and seek, 
marbles, lagging washers, skipping rope, playing hop-
scotch and others. Older boys hid behind the barn to 
smoke corn silk or grape vines. The celebration was a Ca-
jun tradition. Schools were closed and businesses shut 
down. Mardi Gras is instilled in the hearts of every Cajun 
kid who ever took part. Those old Cajun people of my 
youth would never believe how high society their one-day 
celebration has become. Mardi Gras celebrating was start-
ed by Cajuns in the 1800’s.*****My time is up. Take care, 
stay safe and God bless America.
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The following is a state-
ment by Terri Gauthier an-
nouncing her candidacy for 
City of Bridge City City Coun-
cil:

My name is Terri Gauthier. 
Many of you may already 
know me as I have served our 
city on the City Council since 
2015. I am running for re- 
election for my fourth two-
year term as Bridge City 
Councilmember - Place 5 in 
the upcoming May 1st elec-
tion. 

For the citizens I may not 
have met yet, I am a lifetime 
resident here in Bridge City. 
My husband David and I have 
been married 42 years and 
have two children, Aaron & 
Victoria, who both graduated 
from BCHS. Aaron is an in-
fantry combat veteran who 
served in the Afghanistan war 
and is now raising his family 
here. Victoria is currently 
working as a Certified Techni-
cian & Assistant Director at 
Total Impressions Beauty & 
Wellness Cryotherapy Center 
that we have developed here in 
Bridge City. In 1997 we made a 
decision to make a big invest-
ment into our community by 
developing Grace Plaza Retail 
Center. Total Impressions Sa-
lon has served our city for over 
30 years. 

I have always had an intense 
passion for community in-
volvement and public service. 
Knowing the importance of 
using your gifts and talents to 
help meet the needs of others. 
Beginning in 2001, I orga-
nized and directed a very suc-
cessful Community Christ-
mas program, Project GLOW, 
‘Go Light Our World’. Many 
organizations in our commu-

nity were 
brought to-
gether to get 
involved to 
help make 
this program 
a great suc-
cess. This 
has been an 
event for 

many years to begin our Holi-
day Season by giving to those 
in need. The event has always 
raised significant funds for 
our Bridge City/Orangefield 
Ministerial Alliance, which 
our city is so faithful to sup-
port. Our slogan being; “Per-
formance with a cause, not 
just applause”. 

As a Council member, I 
have had the honor of serving 
on several Boards & commit-
tees to represent the City of 
Bridge City. I Have served on 
our Bridge City Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Directors 
since 2014. I served as Presi-
dent in 2018. After Hurricane 
Harvey, I was so inspired by 
the strength and determina-
tion of our citizens to help one 
another and continue to move 
forward. I presented to the 
Chamber board a project of 
re-branding our city and 
hanging new banners 
throughout our community; 
“Growing Stronger Together”. 
The banners were a visual 
declaration of strength & uni-
ty and new imagery to encour-
age & remind our citizens of 
how strong we are as a City! 

I also have the privilege of 
representing Bridge City on 
the Orange County Economic 
Development Executive 
Board. The Board’s mission is 
to develop and support poli-
cies and programs directed at 
improving the business cli-

mate through specific efforts 
directed at creating and re-
taining jobs that facilitate 
growth. While we do not spe-
cifically recruit residential de-
velopment, our efforts to cre-
ate jobs drives the need for 
residential, and residential 
saturation drives retail devel-
opment. Bridge City has expe-
rienced tremendous residen-
tial and business growth. 

I am committed to serving 
on the Southeast Texas Re-
gional Planning Commission 
Executive Board. This past 
month I have been re-appoint-
ed as 2nd Vice President. This 
position allows me the oppor-
tunity to represent Bridge 
City. SETRPC is the organiza-
tion by which the “Method of 
Distribution” is developed and 
decided upon for State and 
Federal money that is distrib-
uted to the counties and cities 
of our region. SETRPC releas-
es funds and coordinates 
many other Government as-
sisted programs to help meet 
the needs of the citizens of the 
region of Southeast Texas. 

Having the opportunity to 
serve these organizations, I 
have come to know and under-
stand the importance of our 
entire region working together 
to develop plans for mitigation 
and improvement of issues 
that are a great concern to our 
citizens.  

I am very dedicated and loy-
al to serving our City. I believe 
it is extremely important for 
our Council and City Manager 
to work together to provide 
the best for our citizens. As I 
continue to research & study 
the dynamics of City growth 
and development, I am a firm 
believer in new ideas and pos-
sible changes that can be real-

ized to encourage growth & 
enhance quality of life for our 
citizens. 

As a leader, I know the im-
portance of keeping our citi-
zens well informed of City 

matters. I have been very pro-
active in helping manage and 
share city news and informa-
tion on social media. Great 
leadership encourages com-
munity members to connect 
with their City by discovering 
the most beneficial course of 

action to get involved. 
I am asking for your support 

in voting for a candidate who 
is very committed and pas-
sionate about being a strong 
servant and making the best 
decisions for our citizens and 
our City!

Terri Gaurthier

The following is a state-
ment by Randy Branch an-
nouncing his candidacy May-
or of West Orange:

My name is Randy Branch 
and I live in and am a home-
owner in West Orange. I am 
running for the office of May-
or this year in the election that 
will be held on May 1st. I write 
this short auto biography to 
give the people of West Or-
ange an idea of who I am since 
they will be voting this year on 
electing a new Mayor. I grew 
up in Little Cypress, graduated 
from Little Cypress High 
School in 1968 and went to 
Blinn Jr. College. I married the 
love of my life, Martha Jane 
Johnson, in 1971 on February 
the 20th and we will celebrate 
our 50th year together. We 
have two daughters who both 
went to school in the WOS 
school system. We are very 
proud of our daughters and re-
ally enjoy spending time with 
them and our five grandchil-
dren.

We moved to West Orange 
in 1975, bought a home on the 
very east end of Bonham Street 
and lived there until we bought 
one of the Building and Trades 
built homes on Smith Street in 
1986. We have lived in West 
Orange and paid taxes to the 
city for the past 45 years.

I currently am serving as Se-
nior Pastor at Wesley United 
Methodist Church. I have 
been serving there since 2008. 
Prior to my service at Wesley I 
served as Associate Pastor of 
St. Johns United Methodist 
Church for 4 years on Western 
Avenue. I received my license 
to preach in 2004. My plans 
are to retire from the Church 
on June 30th this year. I will 
continue to look for ways to 
serve God and my Savior Jesus 
Christ as they lead me into 

this new 
phase of life. 
My prayer is 
that the Holy 
Spirit will 
lead me in 
God’s Wis-
dom in all 
that I do. This 
retirement 

will allow me to spend more 
time working as the citizens’ 
Mayor and spend more time 
with my children and grand-
children.

I worked for Dupont on 
Chemical Row (FM 1004) for 
35 plus years. I worked as a 
maintenance mechanic and 
was promoted to supervisor in 
1987. I worked in both the Adi-
pure Plant and Ethylene Plant. 
I also served as a construction 
liaison on a major project 
when Dupont built a plant in 
Singapore. While we lived in 
Singapore for a year and half 
we maintained our residence 
here in West Orange. I retired 
from Dupont in 2008.

I currently am an Alderman 
on the City Council of West 
Orange. In 2018 I was appoint-
ed midyear by Mayor Roy Mc-
Donald to serve out the term 
of Frances Lopez because of 
her resignation from the City 
Council. I was chosen from a 
field of 5 citizens who were 
nominated for this appoint-
ment. I ran for election in 
2019, was elected and have 
been serving since. 

During my time on City 
Council as Alderman we have 
received grants for improve-
ments such as:

*drainage improvements 
(surveying has been done and 
bids are out now for selecting 
contractors)

*a new Fire Truck for the 
Volunteer Fire Department 

(bids are out now for new 
truck)

*generators for water wells 
and lift stations so that they 
will remain in service during 
inclement weather and hurri-
canes (bids will be going out 
soon)

*street improvements

*Assistance to citizens who 
suffered damage to their 
homes during hurricanes

The above list is just a few of 
the items we have ongoing. As 
Mayor we will continue to 
work on these items as well as 
look for better ways to com-
municate what the city is do-
ing for its citizens and to hear 
what the citizen’s needs are 
from the city. I will work to-
wards making the City of West 
Orange a more ascetically 
pleasing place to live. We need 
to do this to attract people and 
businesses to West Orange 
which will expand our tax 
base so that we can do more 
towards this endeavor. We 
need to work on drainage is-
sues within the city which suf-
fers from street flooding dur-
ing heavy rains. (remember 
the grant project). Our volun-
teer fire department is grow-
ing and we will continue to 
support the volunteers to 
make sure that they are able to 
protect our homes in the safest 
manner possible (bids are out 
for a new fire truck). I have 
been a strong proponent of re-
moving derelict housing and 
have found that this can be 
done but must be done by fol-
lowing existing laws as well as 
taking into account the bud-
getary issues this costly work 
will incur. In other words it is 
a slow process but will be fol-
lowed up on.

Gauthier announces candidacy for BC City Council

Branch announces for Mayor of WO

Terri Gaurthier
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Pastor: Ruth Burch
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I shot eye darts at the van 
driver in the rearview mirror 
from my seat behind him. We 
were traveling down a treacher-
ous East African road booby 
trapped with deep potholes, and 
the speedometer reflected that 
we were going well over 70 kilo-
meters an hour. I clutched at my 
nonexistent seatbelt and stared 
at the metal bars placed at fore-
head level in front of our seats.

But when the driver flippant-
ly began to play chicken with 
other drivers who were headed 
toward us at equally insane 
speeds, I snapped. I pointedly 
shared a few choice reflections 
with him regarding his fatalistic 
driving choices. Our native host 
cleared his throat awkwardly, 
and a couple of passengers 
glared at me. It didn’t matter in 
the moment.

Fear was in my driver’s seat, 
and it was taking me for a ride.

Fear Reveals Our Trust

We live in a broken world 
where really bad things really 
do happen, even (and some-
times especially) to people who 
really love Jesus. Fear exists be-
cause sin has broken this world 

and distorted it, leaving much 
beyond our control. We are fi-
nite creatures, and fear has be-
come part of our makeup. We 
can’t avoid fearful feelings in 
our dependent state.

But there is hope; the story of 
our fear is the story of who is in 
control. And for believers in Je-
sus, this story always has a hap-
py ending.

It is not wrong to feel afraid, 
but it is a problem when we 
open the door to fear, allowing 
it to dwell in our hearts and 
homes, controlling our thought 
life, decisions, relationships, 
and parenting. What we do with 
our fears affects our testimony 
to a watching world.

When Fear Comes Knocking

Often, in our attempts to 
manage fear, we find ourselves 
grasping for control, thinking 
that this is the antidote for our 
fearful feelings. We research 
what could go wrong, analyze 
statistics, assess probabilities, 
and consider possibilities so 
that we can manage our fear, 
avoid it (or its sources), or con-
trol what might cause it.

But what if, instead of settling 
for mere fear management, we 
decided to fight it? What if we 
took our hands off the steering 
wheel of fear and said, “I’m not 

in control, and that’s okay, be-
cause my heavenly Father is in 
control.”

1. Identify It
When the masked man of 

fear shows up at our doorstep, 
we need to acknowledge his 
presence.

Let’s say, for example, that as 
I lather my kids up in PABA-free 
sunscreen, about to add wide-
brimmed hats and long-sleeved 
shirts, I come to realize that I 
am scared of them going with-
out sunscreen. This sounds like 
a small step, but it’s not. It is 
possible to go through life with 
the bedfellow of fear and not 
once look at him, talk to him, or 
identify his existence. This 
doesn’t mean that fear isn’t in 
control. It simply means that 
the driver of the car is never ac-
knowledged.

Facing our fear can take cour-
age, which God can give us if we 
ask him. So I notice my fear, and 
I admit, “I’m afraid.”

2. Name It
Once we’ve looked the fear in 

the face, we identify what is 
driving it.

Usually, we are not actually 
afraid of the thing we think 
we’re afraid of (going without 
sunscreen), but rather of a pos-
sibility that something might 

happen to us as a result. In the 
example above, the driving fear 
behind not lathering the kids in 
sunscreen might be that they-
will develop skin cancer, or per-
haps that they will develop an-
other form of cancer due to 
chemicals in a non-PABA free 
sunscreen.

Here is where a group dy-
namic to fear sometimes enters. 
One person names such a fear 
among a group of mom friends 
at the beach. Another friend 
chimes in, voicing a similar fear. 
All of a sudden, the woman in 
the group who has never feared 
using PABA-filled sunscreen 
begins to wonder if she should. 
And fear is born, and reborn.

3. Pull Its Mask Off
We reveal fear as a liar, and 

fight back, by believing and de-
claring Jesus to be more power-
ful than the thing we are afraid 
of.

Cancer is a horrible result of 
living in a fallen, broken world, 
but Scripture is clear that God 
governs the details of my life 
(Luke 12:7), and that he causes 
all things in my life, including 
cancer, to work together for my 
ultimate good (Romans 8:28). 
God can protect my kids from 
skin cancer (Psalm 91:3), but if 
he chooses not to, he will walk 
with us through that experience 

(Hebrews 13:5).
I could spend my whole life 

fearing skin cancer and never 
have to confront it, wasting my 
mental energy on something 
Christ has already conquered, 
rather than on the mission to 
which he has called me (2 Cor-
inthians 10:5). And so we preach 
to ourselves about Jesus, time 
after time, until we slay the fear.

Jesus took on our flesh and 
lood “that through death he 
might destroy the one who has 
the power of death, that is the 
devil, and deliver all those who 
through fear of death were sub-
ject to lifelong slavery” (He-
brews 2:14–15).

Jesus pulled the mask off of 
fear, for you and for me, and 
here is how he did it: He used 
the driving fear of death, which 
holds all humanity captive, as a 
vehicle by which he would de-

feat its power.
Since death empowers the 

fear that drives the human race, 
Jesus killed death’s power, de-
feating it by dying himself, and 
then rising as Victor over it. He 
is the ultimate Conqueror. He 
did so to “deliver all those who 
through fear or death were sub-
ject to lifelong slavery” — you 
and me.

It doesn’t mean we’ll never 
fight the battle of fear again, but 
it does mean that we’re staying 
the course in our fight for faith 
as we declare him a trustworthy 
champion over our enemy, Sa-
tan, and the fearful darts that he 
throws. The fight is in our souls, 
and it matters. Our neighbors 
and children are watching. Our 
friends are following our lead. 
And most of all, our Father is 
delighted as we put our trust in 
him.

673 FM 1078 • Orange • 409-718-0269
Distanced Seating Available, Masks Encouraged 

cowboychurchoforangecounty.com
Youth Bible Studies & Activities Wed 6:30 p.m.

In-person
Sunday Worship 

& Children’s 
Church 10:30 a.m.

Video Worship 
Services

posted on our
YouTube Channel

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
ORANGEFIELD

9788 F.M. 105 Orangefield 409.735.3113
Sun: Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.,

Wednesday evening services: Youth and Children 6:00 p.m., 
Praise and Prayer 6:00 p.m.,

Pastor Cody Hogden
Email: office@fbcof.com / Website: www.fbcof.com

Cove Baptist Church
1005 Dupont St. • Orange

Sunday: Life Groups 9:15 AM / Worship 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening: 5 PM

Wednesday Evening 6 PM / Wed. Youth Meeting 6 PM
Charles Empey - Interim Pastor

We Love You And God Loves You.

Starlight
Church of God in Christ 

2800 Bob Hall Road • Orange • 886-4366
Pastor: Ernest B Lindsey

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Worship 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study - 6 p.m. Worship 7:30 p.m. VIM Youth 6 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer Daily 9:00 a.m.
www.slcogicorange.org

Faith United
Methodist Church 

8608 MLK• Orange • 886-1291
Pastor: Valerie Sansing

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Nursery Provided.

 (www.faithorange.org)

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
ORANGE

1819 16th Street • Orange • 886-1333

We Welcome You To Join Us.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Nursury Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

945 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409-735-4573
Worship Services: Tradition 9 a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m., 
Contemporary Service 11 a.m., Tuesday Bible Study 10 a.m., 

Wednesday ‘Compassionate Friends’ 10 a.m.,
Thursday Bible Study 10:00 a.m.

Pastor Paul Zoch 409-988-3003 - golutheran.org
Our church family invites you to join us.  We are a friendly, caring 

church of the future. 

Orange First Church
of the Nazarene

3810 MLK Drive, Orange
Lead Pastor Rev. Brad McKenzie
Worship Director: Alyssa Click

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. / Wednesday Service 7 p.m.

Ofcnazarene.org or find us on Facebook

St. Paul United
Methodist Church

1155 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409.735.5546
Sunday Morning Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m.,

Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Praise Worship 10:45 a.m.
(Nursery provided)

Wednesday SPICE 5:30 p.m. Includes meal, bible studies,
children and youth activities. (Nursery provided).
Rev. Mark Bunch Email: office@stpaulfamily.org 

First United Methodist Church Orange
502 Sixth Street    886-7466

9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship in the Family Life Center
11:00 a.m. Service - Traditional Worship in the Slade Chapel

Sunday School For All Ages 10:00 a.m.

www.fumcorange.org
Pastor: Rev. Lani Rousseau

Director of Music and Fine Arts: Caroline Dennis

200 W. Roundbunch
735-3581

www.fbcbc.org
Sunday schedule: Bible study 9:15 a.m.,

Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.,
Adult, Youth, Children

Discipleship Classes, Sun. 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Schedule 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Meeting
Youth & Children’s Activities

Pastor: Keith Royal

Triangle Baptist Church
6446 Garrison at Hwy. 408 Orangefield
“Come Worship With Us” 409-735-2661

Pastor: Bobby Oliver 409-659-5027
Sunday School 10 a.m. Worship Service 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m.
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.

We are a KJV independent Baptist Church

Winfree Baptist Church 
19525 Hwy 62 S • 409-735-7181 

Jon Brinlee, Pastor 

 

Sunday: 
Sunday School for all ages - 9:15 am 

Morning Worship - 10:30 am 
Evening Worship - 6:00 pm 

Wednesday: 
Mid-Week Service - 6:00 pm                                                                    

Children & Youth Activities - 6:00 pm 

 

Nursery Provided 

PULL THE MASK OFF OF FEAR
ORANGE COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

Sunday Service 10 A.M.
Also

Sunday Live Stream 10 A.M. Facebook

Washington D.C.- President 
Joe Biden cited Our Lady of 
Guadalupe and displayed his 
rosary beads in a conversation 
with the president of Mexico 
on Monday, according to the 
Catholic News Agency.

In the virtual conversation 
with Mexico’s President López 
Obrador, Biden—a Catholic—
claimed a devotion to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe from his 
previous travels to Mexico as 
vice president.

“During my visits, I got to 
know Mexico a little bit and its 
people, and paid my respects 
to the Virgin of Guadalupe.   

As a matter of fact, I still have 
my rosary beads that my son 
was wearing when he passed,” 
Biden said according to a 
White House transcript of the 
event. He noted that he visited 
Mexico four times as vice 
president.

Biden has previously refer-
enced his son Beau’s death 
from brain cancer as an inci-
dent where he relied upon his 
faith. In a 2020 campaign ad, 
he said that his faith support-
ed him through tough times, 
noting that “I go to Mass and I 
say the rosary. I find it to be 
incredibly comforting.”

Our Lady of Guadalupe is 
patroness of the Americas, 

given the title by Pope St. John 
Paul II.

Biden is just the second 
Catholic U.S. president, and 
the U.S. bishops’ conference 
has noted the unique circum-
stance of having a Catholic 
president who upholds Church 
teaching on policies such as 
immigration and fighting pov-
erty, but contradicts Church 
teaching on life issues, mar-
riage, religious freedom, and 
gender ideology.

The USCCB formed a work-
ing group in November to ad-
vise the conference on how to 
work with Biden; the working 

group made two chief recom-
mendations before stopping 
its work in early February.

One of the recommenda-
tions was for USCCB presi-
dent Archbishop Jose Gomez 
to send a letter to Biden that 
was pastoral in nature, but 
clarify areas of agreement and 
disagreement with the confer-
ence—especially his contra-
diction on the “preeminent” 
issue of abortion.

At the bilateral meeting on 
Monday, both presidents dis-
cussed the COVID-19 pan-
demic, economic cooperation, 
and climate change.

During his conversation 
with Lopez, Biden also noted 
that he has a bust of Catholic 
social activist César Chávez in 
the Oval Office.

In response to Biden’s re-
marks on Monday, President 
Lopez thanked him through 
an interpreter “for your con-
fession regarding your devo-
tion to the Virgin of Guadal-
upe.”

“We, as  Mexicans, respect 
and admire two symbols,” he 
said, one being “the Virgin of 
Guadalupe” and the other be-
ing former president Benito 
Juárez.

Biden mentions Our Lady of Guadalupe in meeting with Mexican president
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Watt to go to 
work for Arizona

KAZ’S KORNER    Page 2B

To no one’s surprise, when the final gun 
sounded and ended a 4-12 season for the 
Houston Texans, it would be the last game 
J.J. Watt would play in a Texans uniform.

The 10-year Superstar felt he had some 
good productive years left in the tank at 
age 32, but he wanted a Super Bowl ring. 

And playing for a team that hadn’t even gotten out of the 
Division Round of the playoffs, it wouldn’t happen for Watt in 
Houston.

So, before a new general manager and head coach were 
hired, Watt and Chairman/CEO Cal McNair made some sort 
of “Gentlemen’s Agreement” for his release so J.J. could select 
the next team he wanted to play for that has a good chance of 
fulfilling his Super Bowl desire before free agents can sign 
with another team later this month.

Watt could see the writing on the wall that the 2021 edition 
of the Texans would not be competing for the Super Bowl but 
most likely throwing the helmets into the ring for the right to 
next year’s No. 1 overall draft pick.

Sharing the honor of being the best football player to ever 
play in Houston with Oilers star running back Earl Campbell, 
the city will really miss J.J. 

Besides being the named the NFL’s Best Defensive Player 
three times—along with Lawrence Taylor and Aaron Don-
ald—Watt has done many off-the-field wonders for the City of 
Houston.

When the city was ravaged with the floods caused by Hur-
ricane Harvey in 2017, Watt personally raised $41.3 million—
mostly just on his name and his appearances at the flood 
scenes—which helped build 1,183 homes, 971 Childcare and 
After School programs, helped more than 108,000 kids and 
distributed over 239 million meals to victims of Hurricane 
Harvey.

When analyzing NFL teams and where Watt could end up, 
issues like a team’s scheme, coaches, needs on defense and 
the salary cap situation should be taken into consideration.

And for one who has made more than $100 million with the 
Texans plus his endorsements, money definitely will not rule 
Watt’s decision. He still wants football to be fun for him.

The most fun the game for him would be to join his two 
brothers, T.J. and Derek, at Pittsburgh. But with aging Ben 
Roethlisberger at quarterback, the Super Bowl seems to be a 
stretch. Besides, the Steelers must shed around $32 million in 
salary cap to be compliant by the time the new league year 

KAZ’S KORNER - JOE KAZMAR
For The Record

Joe Kazmar

1800 Strickland Drive H Orange (409) 886-1995

.

Open: Mon.-Fri. 9 am - 5 pm / Sat. 9 am - 3 pm

www.hondaoforangetx.com

First Annual

Car & Bike Show

March 6 - 9am-2PM
Presented By GWRRA Chapter TX-J

50/25/25
DRAWING

Registration Forms At The Event
Or On Our Facebook Page

Food
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For Purchase

DOOR
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WINNER
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MSRP Plus
Tax Title 
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2021 HONDA REBEL
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1100 Get It Now!

$9999

NEW
IN STOCK
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GOLDWING TOUR
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For Details
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AUTOMATIC DCT

eXmark of Orange is excited to announce that 
we are now a Spartan lawn mower dealer! And 
do not forget that we can service most major 
lawn mower and outdoor power equipment 

brands! Stop by and check us out or give us a 
call for more information! (409) 886-1995 ext. 4

NEW
BRAND

You ever wonder 
what a 64 pack of Cray-
ola crayons, 31 flavors 
of ice cream at Baskin 
Robbins, or bags of as-
sorted candy have in 
common?

The answer is they offer something 
for everyone because we all don’t have 
the same taste. If everyone did things 
exactly like everyone else then life 
would be ridiculously boring and 
mundane. It’s choices and options that 
give each individual the opportunity 
to succeed and sometimes those op-
tions and choices are a little different 
than what some people consider to be 
the best or only way to go about things. 
Taking a quick glance at the calendar 
right now means different things to 
different people, especially fishermen.

 If you flip through the pages of 
most fishing magazines it won’t be 
hard to figure out what the prevailing 
thought on most people’s minds is this 
month, its big trout. More often than 
not its pursuing big trout while wade 
fishing and throwing artificial lures. 
I’ll be one of the first to raise my hand 
and say “I’m all for that”. I will, on the 
other hand, also be one of the first to 
say “that’s not the only way to catch 
those big fish” and that’s where choic-
es and options come in to play.

One year I was at one the fishing 
shows standing around with a group 
of guides and tournament anglers 
having a great conversation and swap-
ping stories on various subjects and 
inevitably the style or different meth-
ods of fishing became the topic. I lis-
tened intently and heard basically the 
same story over and over of how this 
group of anglers spent their time on 
the water. After several stories it was 
more than apparent that these guys 
took it for granted that everyone 

fished exactly like they did and the 
thought that someone wouldn’t was 
just borderline blasphemy.

I can understand why they would 
think like this, especially when all the 
other fishermen they routinely hung 
out with did the same things they did. 
I can remember the look on their faces 
when I told them “you realize you are 
a very small fraction of the fishing 
population and 10 times as many peo-
ple fish differently than you do”. It was 
a Kodak moment to say the least. I in-
vited them to go to their local sporting 

goods store and watch other fisher-
men to see what they buy.

Contrary to their beliefs there would 
way more folks buying terminal tack-
le, cast nets, and “fresh dead” shrimp 
than ultra high end gear. The percent-
age of anglers who exclusively hunt 
trophy fish with the latest gear pales in 
comparison to Joe Public who just 
goes out to get a bite and maybe catch 
supper. Just a little something to think 
about.

It’s certainly not for everybody

UZZLE   Page 4B

OUTDOORS
Chuck Uzzle
For The Record

Chuck Uzzle

True trophy trout, like this one Carlin Leavelle caught, pushing 10 pounds and 30 inch-
es long are what saltwater fisherman dream about.
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YOUR FULL SERVICE
KITCHEN APPLIANCE CENTER

LEADING BRANDS,
LOW PRICES!

Harry’s
Appliance & Service

302 North 10th Street • Orange • 886-4111

FREE
Same Day

Local Delivery

Great
Selection
Of Quality
Pre-Owned
Appliances

Area Anglers Are Still Thawing Out

I have seen 
enough pic-
tures of dead 
fish over the 
past couple 
of days to 
last me a 
lifetime.We 
lost some fish in the immedi-
ate area, but nothing com-
pared to the devastation 
along the lower coast.

The majority of the fish in 
the pictures and videos I 
have seen were shad, mullet, 
sand trout and lady fish, but 
a staggering number of game 
fish were frozen as well. In 
the Sabine Lake and Galves-
ton areas, redfish and drum 
took a significantly bigger hit 
than the trout. We will never 
know how many are current-
ly decomposing in deeper 
water, but the visual ac-
counting has been better 
than expected.

Area anglers have all but 
quit even talking about tro-
phy trout on Sabine since 
Harvey buried us in fresh 
water which makes it even 
harder to look at the num-
bers of 25-inch plus trout 
washed up against the bank 
south of East Matagorda. A 

client of mine sent me a pic-
ture of a wheel barrow full of 
25 to 30 inch trout they had 
picked up in less than an 
hour! It is a phenomenal 
waste of a resource, but all 
the conservation measures 
known to man cannot over-
come an irate Mother Na-
ture.

I am convinced that the 
saving grace for our fish was 
the easier access to deeper 
water and the fact that sur-
face temperatures had start-
ed cooling before our world 

froze over. Because the water 
was already blown out, it was 
a short swim to safer depths. 
Redfish and black drum are 
notoriously bad about their 
propensity for never aban-
doning the shallow marshes 
and a high percentage of 
them invariably pay a heavy 
price. I have gotten two bad 
reports concerning reds and 
black drum from the Keith 
Lake chain, but we have 
found very few dead fish on 
the north end of Sabine thus 
far.

In fact, much to my sur-
prise, we have had no prob-
lem limiting on trout on the 
last three trips. They were 

once again camped out in 
three to five feet of water as 
were a few scattered redfish. 
Most of the trout have been 
16 to 21-inch fish, but the 
reds have been much too 
large to keep. At least for us, 
catching has been all about 
staying in a small area and 
waiting out the bite. For that 
reason, paying attention to 
tide changes and the solunar 
table is even more impor-
tant. We have all but left the 
trout twice in a row before 
eventually limiting in a very 

short period of time. Even 
when they are actively feed-
ing, strikes have been very 
much on the light side. That 
is not all that unusual when 
fishing Corkies and mullet 
imitations, but they are hit-
ting five-inch tails the same 
way.

I think the few wade fish-
ermen we have seen are do-
ing better than we are when 
drifting, but wading is not 
for everyone. They have a 
game plan  before they ever 
climb over the side of the 
boat, while most drift fisher-
men are into covering more 
water and making lots of 
casts.

There has been little or no 
visual help in locating the 
fish as I don’t think I have 
seen the first school of shad 
or mullet on the surface. Our 
best two patterns have been 
anchoring and fishing the 
break in one of the Passes on 
the north end or slowly drift-
ing the shoreline until we 
catch the first fish. At that 
point we are burying the Tal-
on and tying on a Corky, 
Softdine XL or a rat tail As-
sassin.

In the event that you lean 
to the impatient end of the 
scale and have no problem 
with battling more thick 
shouldered reds than trout, 
there is a more effective way 
to target them. Make the ex-
act same drifts with a Gulp 
shad or Lil’ John rigged un-
der a cork or cover even more 
water with a Trap or Hogi-
nar.

You will get bit and you 
will have your drag test-
ed……the reds have been too 
big! I don’t know if they are 
selling tickets at the door, 
but a call to Taylor Rick at 
713-626-4222 will answer 
that question. The Sabine-
Neches GCCA Chapter will 
be hosting their annual 
crawfish boil at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Bob Bowers Center in 
Port Arthur Thursday night.

Staff Report
For The Record

AUSTIN – Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) has been dis-
covered in a free-ranging 8 ½-year-old mule deer in Lubbock 
County, marking the first positive detection of the disease in 
the county. In coordination with the Texas Animal Health 
Commission (TAHC), Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) is working to develop a containment & surveillance 
zone in the area.

The tissue samples were gathered as part of routine deer 
mortality surveillance and revealed the presence of CWD 
during testing at the Texas A&M Veterinary Medical Diag-
nostic Laboratory (TVMDL) in College Station on Feb. 26th.

Because eradication is thought to be impossible once CWD 
becomes established in a population, it is imperative that 
TPWD work with landowners, hunters and other agencies to 
contain the disease within a limited geographic area and pre-
vent it from spreading further among Texas deer popula-
tions.

“Although a new CWD discovery is always concerning, it’s 

Because eradication is thought to be impossible once CWD 
becomes established in a population, it is imperative that 
TPWD work with landowners, hunters and other agencies 
to contain the disease.

Chronic Wasting 
Disease Discovered 
in Lubbock County
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FISHING
DICKIE COLBURN
For The Record

starts.
The Texans defensive co-

ordinators that Watt really 
liked and respected, Antho-
ny Weaver and Mike Vrabel, 
who is now head coach of the 
Tennessee Titans, who are 
desperate to improve their 
pass rush that recorded only 
19 sacks.

Watt could step in and 
contribute immediately for 
the defending AFC South 
champions and as a bonus 
get to play twice a year 
against the Houston Texans.

And Weaver, now head 
coach of the Baltimore Ra-
vens, has a veteran defensive 
coordinator in Wink Mar-
tindale, whose players love to 
play for him, according to a 
recent article in the Houston 
Chronicle.

The fact that Watt grew up 
in Wisconsin, owns a home 
there makes Green Bay a top 
choice. Head Coach Matt 
LaFleur would love to add 
Watt to his defense after los-
ing the NFC Championship 
Game in each of the last two 
seasons.

Veteran players used to 
flock to New England be-
cause they knew that quar-
terback Tom Brady would 
lead the Patriots to a Super 
Bowl. Now Brady did just 
that at Tampa Bay last sea-
son and J.J. Watt could very 

well be at the head of the line 
as the Buccaneers are the 
early favorite to repeat the 
world championship.

Don’t rule out the Chicago 
Bears because Watt’s wife, 
Kealia, plays for the Chicago 
Red Stars of the National 
Women’s Soccer League. J.J. 
spent a lot of time in Chicago 
since she was traded by the 
Houston Dash.

Other teams that have 
shown interest include Buf-
falo, Cleveland, LA Rams 
San Francisco 49ers, Miami 
and Seattle (an acquisition of 
Watt’s caliber might pacify 
quarterback Russell Wilson).

But Watt made the media 
prognosticators look silly by 
deciding to sign a 2 year, $31 
Million contract with the 
Arizona Cardinals Monday 
afternoon, with $23 Million 
dollars guaranteed.

The determining factor for 
moving to the desert was 
former teammate DeAndre 
Hopkins, who told Watt to 
“finish what we started” 
meaning the Super Bowl.  It 
should be a slap in the face 
for the Texans, who lost the 
best offensive and defensive 
players in franchise history 
to the same team for pea-
nuts, as far as NFL deals are 
concerned.

When Watt was drafted by 
Houston in 2011, Orange na-

tive Wade Phillips was the 
Texans’ defensive coordina-
tor and was asked then if he 
thought J.J. would be a bust. 
“Yeah,” Phillips replied, “a 
bust in the Hall of Fame.”

Phillips must be clairvoy-
ant because five years after 
J.J. Watt retires as a player he 
should be getting a bust in 
Canton Ohio as a first-ballot 
selection for the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame, according to 
the Chronicle’s article.

KWICKIES…

Many PGA Tour golfers 
saluted Tiger Woods Sunday 
by wearing his traditional 
red in the final round of the 
WGC Workday Champion-
ship at Bradenton, Fla. Young 
Collin Morikawa won the 
event by three strokes and 
thanked his childhood idol 
Tiger for making the game 
lucrative for today’s pros. Ti-
ger is recovering from an 
auto accident and mentioned 
that the support from his fel-
low golfers made him feel 
much better.

The University of Houston 
Cougars blasted past South 
Florida 98-52 Sunday for 
their 20th win of the season 
against three losses. Veteran 
head coach Kelvin Sampson 
believes his team is ready for 
March Madness later this 

month. On the other side of 
the coin is the Houston 
Rockets who were demol-
ished at home Sunday by the 
Memphis Grizzlies 133-84 
for their 11th straight set-
back.

Baltimore Orioles’ infield-
er Troy Mancini was cheered 
by both benches and the fans 
as a colon cancer survivor. 
Mancini, who missed the 
2020 season while recover-
ing, laced a single in his first 
at bat but his team lost 5-4 to 
the Pittsburgh Pirates.

JUST BETWEEN US…

When Major League Base-
ball’s spring training season 
opened Sunday at Florida 
and Arizona the Grapefruit 
League ruled that spring 
training games through 
March 13 can be shortened 
to either five-or-seven-in-
ning games upon agreement 
by both managers. Games 
after March 13 can only be 
condensed to seven-inning 
games if both managers 
agree. The Houston Astros 
played seven innings Sunday 
and were defeated 6-1 by the 
Miami Marlins.

Kaz’s Korner From Page 1B

“I am convinced that the saving
grace for our fish was the easier

access to deeper water...”
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important to realize that 
CWD is still not widespread 
in Texas,” said John Silovsky, 
Wildlife Division Director 
for TPWD. “The years of 
work and vigilance by our 
staff and partners and the 
help of hunters and land-
owners, continue to be well 
worth the effort. It remains 
vital that we keep on task to 
protect our native deer, 
which are important for our 
outdoor heritage and the 
economy across our state.”

TPWD conducts CWD 
sampling efforts statewide 
throughout the year. Quick 
detection of CWD can help 
to determine the presence of 
the disease among herds in a 
given area and further miti-
gate the spread. During this 
sampling season TPWD col-
lected more than 13,000 
samples across the state and 
confirmed CWD in 11 free 
range mule deer and 5 white-
tailed deer, all in previously 
identified containment or 
surveillance zones.

CWD was first recognized 
in 1967 in captive mule deer 
in Colorado. CWD has also 
been documented in captive 
and/or free-ranging deer in 
26 states and 3 Canadian 
provinces.

In Texas, the disease was 
first discovered in 2012 in 
free-ranging mule deer along 
a remote area of the Hueco 
Mountains near the Texas-
New Mexico border, and has 
since been detected in 213 

white-tailed deer, mule deer, 
red deer and elk in Dallam, 
El Paso, Hartley, Hudspeth, 
Kimble, Lavaca, Medina, 
Uvalde and Val Verde coun-
ties, 148 of which are con-
nected to deer breeding fa-
cilities and release sites.

CWD is an always fatal 
neurological disease in deer, 
elk, moose and other mem-
bers of the deer family, 
known as “cervids,” that 
commonly results in altered 
behavior because of micro-
scopic changes that occur in 
the brain of affected ani-
mals. An animal may carry 
the disease for years without 
outward indication, but in 
the latter stages, signs may 
include listlessness, lowering 
of the head, weight loss, re-
petitive walking in set pat-
terns, and a lack of respon-
siveness. To date there is no 
evidence that CWD poses a 
risk to humans or non-cer-
vids. However, as a precau-
tion, the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and the 
World Health Organization 
recommend not to consume 
meat from infected animals.

TPWD and TAHC are an-
alyzing existing data to de-
fine containment and sur-
veillance zones and will soon 
begin reaching out to the 
Buffalo Springs and Ransom 
Canyon communities, as 
well as neighboring land-
owners, in a public forum to 
provide awareness and edu-
cation on CWD, best man-

Texas Deer From Page 3B

Paul Schattenberg
Texas AgriLife

Winter Storm Uri, which 
blasted through the entire 
state of Texas, caused at least 
$600 million in agricultural 
losses, according to prelimi-
nary data from Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service 
agricultural economists.

“A large number of Texas 
farmers, ranchers and others 
involved in commercial agri-
culture and agricultural pro-
duction were seriously af-
fected by Winter Storm Uri,” 
said Jeff Hyde, Ph.D., AgriL-
ife Extension director, Bry-
an-College Station. “Freez-
ing temperatures and ice 
killed or harmed many of 
their crops and livestock as 
well as causing financial 
hardships and operational 
setbacks. And the residual 
costs from the disaster could 
plague many producers for 
years to come.”

AgriLife Extension esti-
mates of some of the state’s 
biggest agricultural losses by 
commodity were:

—  Citrus crops: At least 
$230 million.

— Livestock: At least $228 
million.

— Vegetable crops: At least 
$150 million.

Another agricultural sec-
tor that experienced signifi-
cant losses was the green in-
dustry. AgriLife Extension, 

in collaboration with the 
Texas Nursery and Land-
scape Association, developed 
and distributed a loss assess-
ment survey to more than 
4,000 nursery, greenhouse 
and other green industry-re-
lated businesses requesting 
input on the type and extent 
of losses encountered. It will 
be several weeks before there 
is sufficient data to provide 
an assessment of those loss-
es.   

How agricultural losses 
were estimated

“The data we used to de-
termine these agricultural 
losses came from farmers, 
ranchers and other commer-
cial producers throughout 
the state as well as others in-
volved in or supporting pro-

duction agriculture in Tex-
as,” said Mark Waller, Ph.D., 
associate head of Texas A&M 
University’s Department of 
Agricultural Economics, 
Bryan-College Station.

Monty Dozier, Ph.D., 
AgriLife Extension program 
director for disaster assess-
ment and recovery, said the 
data related to agricultural 

losses was acquired through 
the agency’s extensive state-
wide network of agents and 
specialists.

“Our people collaborated 
with agricultural industry 
groups and other stakehold-
ers to get the most accurate 
and up-to-date information 
available at this time,” Dozi-
er said. “Then the informa-
tion was assembled and ana-
lyzed by agricultural econo-
mists and other agricultural 
experts from Texas A&M 
AgriLife using a standard-
ized approach.”

Waller said currently the 
agency can only provide a 
general range of loss or esti-
mated overall loss for the 
state’s agricultural sectors.

“There are still many as yet 
unknown and lingering ef-
fects of Winter Storm Uri,” 
he said. “What we can say is 
these figures are conserva-
tive and we expect more loss-
es as a long-term effect of 
this disaster.”            

The citrus situation

“The Texas agricultural 
sector that suffered one 
of biggest overall losses from 
Winter Storm Uri was the 
citrus industry,” said Luis Ri-
bera, Ph.D., AgriLife Exten-
sion economist, Bryan-Col-
lege Station.

Ribera said citrus produc-
ers in the Rio Grande Valley 
lost virtually all of their Va-
lencia orange crop and more 
than 60% of their grapefruit 
crop.

“Even more citrus crops 
would have been lost had 
many not been harvested be-
fore the storm,” he said.  

Ribera said the AgriLife 
Extension estimate for citrus 
losses came out to around 
$230 million and was based 
primarily on losses in the Rio 
Grande Valley during the 
storm.  

“That estimate also in-
cluded longer-term losses 
from next year’s crops, but it 
did not include  the cost of 
citrus plants that could 
die or remain badly damaged 

by the freeze and have to be 
replaced,” he said.  “If they 
must be replaced, it will be 
several years before those 
new citrus trees are able to 
bear fruit, so the losses could 
be much more.”  

Juan Anciso, AgriLife Ex-
tension horticulturist based 
at the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Research and Extension 
Center in Weslaco, said 
about 200 acres of lemons 
and limes produced in South 
Texas were destroyed com-
pletely because those plants 
were more sensitive to cold 
weather than other types of 
citrus.

“If those producers choose 
to replant, it will be three to 
five years before those new 
plants will begin to yield 
fruit,” Anciso said.  

Ribera said while the ef-
fects of the storm likely will 
impact grapefruit availabili-
ty and prices in the future, it 
probably won’t have a signifi-

Initial Texas agricultural loss estimates from Uri exceed $600 mil

TEXAS Page 3B

Winter Storm Uri left iced-over grapefruit tree in Rio Grande Val-
ley. (Texas A&M AgriLife photo)
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‘08 Honda Ridgeline

Sale$10,450
Maroon, Loaded! Clean. Air, Power, Auto,

140K, Stk. No. 999pP

Black Lincoln Town Car 7 Passenger Limo

BUY HERE! PAY HERE! OPEN: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M. CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY.
CORNER OF MACARTHUR AND HENRIETTA STREET, ORANGE, 409-670-0232

All Prices Plus TT&L. Photos For Illustration Purposes Only

FREEDOM SALE
White Lincoln Town Car Limo - 10 Passenger

CASH IS KING! 

Harmon Used Cars 

Two Lincoln Town Car Limousines

$6800
CASH

WAS $7950

‘90 Chrysler Imperial
White, Fully Equipped! Air, Power, Auto,

Only 64K miles, Stk. No. 1014P

WAS $7450

WAS $5450

WAS
$13,500

NOW

$5800 Cash

WAS $8950
$7800 CASH

Harmon: “Famous For Fairness!”

‘94  Chevrolet Corvette

2009 Dodge Caravan

$4800 CASH

$9800 CASH

Gold, Air, Power,  Auto. 
Trans. Very Clean,
Good Condition,

134K Miles,
Stk. No. 1023P

White, Hard Top AT, AC, 
Loaded, Red Leather,

Interior, 72K Miles,
Stk. No. 980P

cant impact on orange prices 
due to large supplies avail-
able from Florida and Cali-
fornia.

Other crops blasted by 
freezing weather

Along with their citrus 
losses, Rio Grande Valley 
and other South Texas pro-
ducers also suffered some 
significant losses in terms of 
both cold- and warm-season 
vegetable crops.

Cool-season vegetable 
crops like leafy greens, beets, 
cabbage and celery were lost. 
There were also warm-sea-
son crops of potatoes and 
watermelons planted for ear-
ly harvest devastated by the 
freezing weather.

Samuel Zapata, Ph.D., 
AgriLife Extension econo-
mist, Weslaco, said there 
were notable vegetable losses 
throughout the area.  

“The main vegetable crop 
damage we saw was to on-
ions, then to leafy greens, in-
cluding spinach, collard 
greens and kale, and then to 
watermelons,” he said.

Zapata said a low estimate 
based on losses from sales of 
those and other vegetable 
crops in that part of the state 
alone would be at least $150 
million.

“Working with the Texas 
International Produce Asso-
ciation, we estimated a loss 
of more than $42 million in 
sales of onions, more than 
$27 million in sales of leafy 
greens, more than $20 mil-
lion in sales of watermelons 
and more than $15 million in 
sales of cabbage,” he said. 
“We also estimated at least 
another $42 million in addi-
tional vegetable and herb 
sales losses for these large 
vegetable crop-producing ar-
eas. Of course, producers 
lost vegetable crops in other 
areas of the state as well, so 
we determined the $150 mil-
lion figure to be a mini-
mum.”

Zapata said sugarcane is 
another major South Texas 
crop that took a hit from 
Winter Storm Uri.

“According to the sugar in-
dustry, minor damage is ex-
pected to the 2020-2012 sug-
arcane crop given that most 
of it was already harvested 
before Uri,” he said “Howev-
er, a significant drop in yields 
is expected for next year’s 
crop as pretty much all cane 
plants were destroyed and 
producers will have to start 
over. It is too early to know 
the magnitude of the dam-
age.”

According to Mark Welch, 
Ph.D., AgriLife Extension 
economist – grain market-
ing, Bryan-College Station, 
corn and grain sorghum 
crops planted in South Texas 
and the state’s Coastal Bend 
before the storm will need to 
be replanted. The cost of this 
replanting will need to be 
determined at a later time.    

“The most significant 
grain crop at risk during the 
storm was wheat, especially 
wheat that had started to 
grow,” he said. “But wheat 
that was still in a dormant 
state likely survived and will 
produce.” 

He also noted there were 
statewide losses of livestock 
grazing materials such as 
oats, rye grass and triticale, 
which were included in the 
estimate.

Livestock losses will 
likely linger

Livestock losses include 
not only cattle, sheep and 
goats and their offspring that 
died or were badly injured 
during the freeze, but also 
damage to the livestock in-
dustry infrastructure, said 
David Anderson, Ph.D., 
AgriLife Extension livestock 
economist, Bryan-College 
Station.

Anderson noted the live-
stock loss estimate also in-
cluded initial poultry losses 
and costs related to bird loss, 
damage to housing facilities 
and increased heating costs 
to keep the animals warm.

“Beef cattle losses include 
estimated value of death 

losses, additional feed use, 
lost winter small grain graz-
ing, lost weights and feed ef-
ficiency in feedlots, and loss-
es due to delayed marketing,” 
he said. “Sheep and goat loss-
es include estimated death 
losses, and dairy losses in-
clude cattle death loss, lost 
milk production and the val-
ue of milk dumped due to 
transportation problems and 
processing delays.”

Texas Agriculture Com-
missioner Sid Miller said 
some Texas dairy operations 
were losing as much as $8 
million a day because trucks 
were unable to pick up and 
deliver milk for processing.

Anderson, who collaborat-
ed with Justin Benavidez, 
Ph.D., AgriLife Extension 
economist, Amarillo, said 
the overall livestock loss for 
Winter Storm Uri is estimat-
ed to be around $228 mil-
lion.

“A rancher will typically 
feed two or more round bales 
per cow during winter, so if 
hay isn’t available, they still 
have to purchase some type 
of supplemental feed — and 
all this is costly,” Benavidez 
said. “You also have to con-
sider any physical damage to 
the operation as well as addi-
tional costs such as extra 
fuel or electricity to run 
heaters to keep the animals 
warm.”

Benavidez also noted that 
because the storm hit during 
calving season, many new-
born cattle were not able to 
survive the cold. Many lambs 
and kids were also lost due to 
the freezing weather.

“However, those overall 
livestock losses could have 
been far worse had it not 
been for the quick action by 
ranchers before the tempera-
tures reached freezing,” 
Benavidez said.

Anderson noted that live-
stock producers who lost an-
imals to the storm in effect 
not only lost a single genera-
tion but also potential subse-
quent generations of their 
offspring.  

“It will take some time be-
fore many producers are able 
to replace their livestock,” he 
said. “And when they do, it’s 
going to be costly.” 

  
Green industry losses 
pervasive statewide

Extended freezing temper-
atures killed or badly dam-
aged landscape plants, 
shrubs and trees in nurser-
ies, garden centers and 
greenhouses throughout the 
state. They also froze sales of 
landscaping and gardening 
tools and supplies.

“The green industry will 
experience increased labor, 
fertilizer and other costs as 
part of the price of replacing 
the plant material that was 
lost during the winter 
storm,” said Marco Palma, 
Ph.D., horticultural market-
ing expert in the Depart-
ment of Agricultural Eco-
nomics.  

Palma said AgriLife Ex-

tension and the Texas Nurs-
ery and Landscape Associa-
tion, TNLA, are awaiting re-
sponses from their state-
wide-loss assessment survey 
before venturing an estimate 
of green industry losses. 

“It will take some weeks 
before we get a full picture of 
the immediate losses, but 
they will easily be in the tens 
of millions and probably in 
the hundreds of millions of 
dollars,” he said.  

Amy Graham, president 
and CEO of TNLA, said sur-
vey results will be helpful to 
estimate losses and identify 
potential assistance pro-
grams for stakeholders.

“The green industry has 
had severe damage, especial-
ly in some of the larger met-
ropolitan areas such as 
Houston, Dallas, San Anto-
nio and Austin,” she said. 
“We have a lot of nursery 
plant growers in East Texas 
and quite a few of them have 
reported total losses. In 
some cases, complete green-
houses collapsed. In other 
instances, plants died be-
cause there was no propane 
for heating greenhouses.”  

Graham said while the 
green industry will be able to 
recover and provide replace-
ments for some of these 
plants, there likely will be a 
shortage of landscaping trees 
for some years to come.

“Another consideration is 
that growers won’t be able to 
determine the extent of the 
damage, including root dam-
age, to a large number of 
their plants until we get 
warmer weather,” she said.  

Assistance for agricultural 
producers

“While assistance for pro-
ducers should soon be on the 

way from the December 
2020 COVID stimulus, it’s 
still too early to tell if the 
federal government will pro-
vide additional targeted as-
sistance in the form of direct 
disaster relief,” said Bart 
Fischer, Ph.D., director of 
Texas A&M University’s Ag-
ricultural and Food Policy 
Center.

However, he said, there are 
a number of existing pro-
grams in place that produc-
ers can access, depending 
upon the problems encoun-
tered. By far, the most popu-
lar tool is theFederal Crop 
Insurance Program. For 
crops with no crop insur-
ance, there is the Nonin-
sured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program, or 
NAP,  available through the 
local Farm Service Agency, 
or FSA. 

“The  Livestock Indemnity 
Program and the Emergency 
Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybee and Farm-raised 
Fish Program reimburse pro-
ducers for a portion of the 
value of livestock, poultry 
and other animals killed or 
badly injured by a natural di-
saster or loss of feed,” Fischer 
said. “And the Tree Assis-
tance Program provides 
cost-share assistance to re-
habilitate, replant or clean 
up damage to orchards and 
vineyards if trees, vines or 
shrubs were killed or seri-
ously damaged in a disaster. 
This is different from NAP 
or Federal Crop Insurance as 
these typically cover the 
crop loss and not plant 
loss. Producers can reach out 
to their local FSA office for 
additional information.”
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Texas agricultural loss may exceed $600 mil From Page 3B

Now, regardless of which 
end of the spectrum you may 
reside at there are some out-
standing options for you to 
choose from in order to catch 
both numbers of fish and 
better quality fish. For many 
folks the thought of climbing 
out of a sleek bay boat to 
wade a pristine flat in search 
of that career fish is about as 
close to perfect as one can 
imagine. Yes, there will be 
plenty of good fish caught by 
waders during this time of 
the year and there will also 
be plenty of pages and print 

dedicated to that method as 
well. For others the thought 
of crawling out of a perfectly 
good boat into cold water is 
about as foreign as ordering a 
bologna sandwich at a south 
Texas BBQ house. It doesn’t 
make any sense but for some 
it’s what they like.

For myself I can honestly 
say I enjoy both fishing out of 
the boat and staying in, 
makes me no difference as 
long as I’m fishing. However, 
I must admit that in my ca-
reer on the water I have been 
fortunate enough to put my 
hands on several true 30 inch 
speckled trout and every one 
of them was caught while the 
angler was still in the boat. 
Perhaps that’s because here 
on Sabine and Calcasieu we 
tend to spend a little more 
time in water that’s too deep 
to wade unlike other venues 
down the coast.

The early spring is a fan-
tastic time to locate those 
better fish in a little deeper 
water outside of the shallow 
flats. We spend much of our 
time in 4 to 6 feet of water 
making really long drifts that 
are usually parallel to struc-
ture or the shoreline. Often 
times we are in even deeper 
water as we probe the breaks 
along the Sabine River and 
ICW where some magnum 
trout and redfish stage up 
and avoid any traffic or pres-
sure.

Making the most out of 
water that’s too deep to wade 
requires a certain set of 
skills, tools and a little bit of 

thought. Perhaps the most 
important is good electron-
ics and the ability to read 
them. Finding and interpret-
ing bottom structure is an 
art that pays big dividends to 
those who understand how 
to do it. For years I’ve 
watched 2 of the best, Dickie 
Colburn and Johnny Cormi-
er, take skills they learned lo-
cating fish on freshwater 
lakes early in their careers 
and apply them to fishing in 
saltwater. Subtle changes in 
depth or bottom contour can 
make all the difference and 

these guys certainly know 
how to find them.

Once you locate an area 
that has all the right ingredi-
ents it’s important to be able 
to stay put or control your 
drift. A quality trolling mo-
tor is a must, that goes with-
out saying. Having the ability 
to hold your location with ei-
ther a manual anchor, Power 
Pole, Talon, or some sort of 
stake out is another factor to 
be considered. Once you get 
on a drift and locate fish it’s 
much better to be able to sit 
in one position and see if 
there are more in the area 
rather than continue on the 
drift and come back to try 
and locate the same fish a 
second time. Many people 
are often surprised at how 
many more bites they are 
able to get in an area if they 
just take time to stop and 
thoroughly check it out.

Waders and folks who fish 
from the boat will share 
common lure choices for the 
most part but there will be 
few advantages for both 
sides.

Waders will obviously be 
more quiet while boat fisher-
men can cover more water. 
Both types have pro’s and 
con’s and they each offer the 
angler an outstanding op-
portunity to catch fish. Nei-
ther method is right or wrong 
at this time of the year either. 
By being open to other op-
tions anglers will certainly 
put not only more odds in 
their favor but certainly 
catch more fish.

Beef cattle producers had to chip through a top later of ice so their livestock could drink.
                  (Texas A&M AgriLife photo by Tiffany Lashmet)

Uzzle From Page 1B

“The early spring is a fantastic
time to locate those better fish in

a little deeper water outside of
the shallow flats.”
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The following is a statement released by 
Jay Odom seeking the seat of Alderman on 
the West Orange City Council:

Hello, my name is 
Jay  Odom. My wife 
and I, Mary Touch-
stone  Odom  and I 
are both 1973 gradu-
ates of  West  Orange 
High School. Ca-
reers moved both of 
us out of the area af-
ter graduating. After 
retirement I moved 
to Rayburn Country 
in Brookeland, TX 
and shortly afterwards moved back ‘home’.

I want to be involved in our community 
and being retired, I certainly have the time 
to put into serving you on the West Orange 
City Council as Alderman.

In the past I served as the Deeds and Re-
strictions Chairman   in Pinehurst HOA in 
Baytown, TX. 

While serving as the Deeds and Restric-
tions Chairman I worked diligently to pro-
tect the value of our neighborhood and the 
rights of the individual homeowner.  

Living in Brookeland, I served on the 
HOA Board of Directors in Rayburn Coun-
try because I felt it was very important that 
our HOA work to provide an the best  life-
style possible while also protecting  the val-
ue of our homes  in Rayburn Country. 

It is my desire to work with fellow Alder-
men, the Mayor and residents to define  spe-
cific goals that will ensure the safety and 
welfare of our neighborhood and the fami-
lies that reside in West Orange, TX. I also 
want to assist our city by interfacing with 
other local leaders and officials to help us to 
achieve our goal to make  West  Orange a 
better place to live. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE

• President Vocational Industrial Clubs of 
America, Appliance Repair

• Secretary West Orange Lions Club
• Past member of West Orange Volunteer 

Fire Department
• Board member West Orange Bass Club
• Fire Brigade Levingston Shipbuilding
• Associate Degree in Occupational Safe-

ty & Health, Lamar University
• Emergency Response, Gulf/Chevron 

Chemical
• Program Chairman, Orange Boat Club
• Mission Trips with my church for the 

past 24 years
• Deeds and Restrictions Chairman, Pine-

hurst HOA, Baytown, TX
• Board of Directors Rayburn Country 

HOA
• Volunteer Boat Driver for Shangri La in 

Orange
• Volunteer for Annual Orange County 

Trash Off

Jay Odam seeks seat at Alderman
West Orange City Council

Jay Odom

The Orange County Sheriff’s Office and Pct. 4 Constable Matt Ortego were recognized by VFW Post 
2775 for their work in the Orange County community. District 2 Commander Kevin Bost and Post 
Chair Robert LaFleur presented the certificates of appreciation and a plaque to Sheriff Mooney. 
Sheriff Mooney, Constable Ortego and Deputy Bost received certificates for their continued work in 
the community. Sheriff Mooney also accepted two certificates of appreciation on behalf of Deputy 
John Badeaux who had worked several years with the VFW.

Staff Report
For The Record

The Lady Bears traveled to Silsbee for their 
match against the Lady Tigers on Tuesday 
night, and brought home their third win in 
five days.

The score remained 0-0 for the majority of 
the first half even though the Bears main-
tained great field position on the Tiger’s half 
of the pitch. Annabelle Fisher scored on a 
penalty kick late in the first to bring the score 
to 1-0 going into half. The Lady Bears buck-
led down and went to work in the second half 
by putting four goals on the board. Semma’ 
Alhatri started the second half by finding the 
back of the net from behind the 18 off of an 
assist from Lili Moullec.

Moullec then decided that she wanted a 
goal of her own, and brought the ball up the 
right side to put another in the goal for the 
Lady Bears bringing the score to 3-0. The 
Lady Tigers retaliated by sneaking a goal of 
their own in, putting the score at 3-1. McK-

enzie Freeman saw an opportunity and took 
it by sending a beautiful cross to the left side 
of the field where Presley Rives was waiting 
to put it in the goal for the Bears.

The Lady Bears saw the chance to make a 
goalie change, and Kaylee Potter took over 
for the last fifteen minutes of the second half. 
Goalie Matalyn Hill used her time on the 
field wisely and made a goal of her own off of 
a nice send up from defender Lauren Tinsley. 
Combined goalie effort by Matalyn Hill and 
Kaylee Potter helped seal the win for the Lady 
Bears. Defensive standouts were Loren and 
Amanda Rodriguez, Kaylee Potter, MaKenzie 
Holland, and Semma’ Alhatri.

Overall this was a solid team effort and win 
by the Lady Bears as five different players 
scored, two athletes played in the goal, and 
the defense held down the backfield.

The Lady Bears are now 6-2 in district and 
will face the Lady Pirates in Vidor on Friday. 
JV will begin at 5 PM with Varsity following 
at 7 PM.

LCM Lady Bears took the win in
Silsbee, take on Vidor next

VFW Auxiliary Spring Garage Sale
The VFW Auxiliary 2775 Orange will be holding their Spring Garage Sale in the VFW Hall at 

5303 N.16th St on Saturday March 13, 2021 from 8:00AM to 2:00PM. The cost per table is $15.00, 
each cloths rack will be an additional $5.00. For more information contact Mary 
Snapp(409-697-0380). Payments can be mailed to Mary Snapp at 7927 Sandra Lane Orange Tx 
77632. Please makes checks out to VFW AUX 2775.
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HARRY’S APPLI-
ANCES - Used appli-
ances starting at 
$99.95, 302 10th. St. 
(10th. & main) Or-
ange, We also buy 
used appliances, Call 
or come by 409-886-
4111.
 

For Rent 3 bedroom, 
2 bath in Orange.  
409-670-6166

1 & 2 BR Houses for 
Rent in  the Orange /  
Little Cypress area.  
All bills paid, appli-
ances  & A/C includ-
ed. No deposit.  Please 
call 409-330-1641 or 
409-988-9336.

2 lots at Autumn 
Oaks Cemetery.  
$800.00 for both.  You 
can call 409-883-3966

Cemetery Plot for 
sale at Hillcrest Gar-
dens in Bridge City.  
Call 409-313-4404.

A new year, let’s do a 
new thing!  Quiet 
friendly neighbor-
hood mobile home 
spaces for rent.  Out-
standing value at 
$250.00 a month.  
Call today 409-886-
7047.

AA meetings are be-
ing offered on Tues-
day (open) and Thurs-
day (closed) mornings 
at 9:30 am at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, located at 
945 W. Roundbunch 
Road, Bridge City.    
For more informa-
tion, please call or 
text at 409-221-0704 
or email  lola-
bell.102360@gmail.
com.

Al-Anon can help if 
someone close to you 
has a drinking prob-
lem. Al-Anon meets 
Sundays & Wednes-
days, 7:00 p.m., North 
Orange Baptist 
Church, 4775 N. 16th 
St. (Rear), Orange, TX 
77632.  Call Angela at 
474-2171 or Jane at 
409-670-2887 for 
more info. Calls are 
kept Confidential.

The Dementia Care 
Givers’ Support 
Group meets at St. 
Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church, 
Canticle Building, 
4300 Meeks Drive in 
Orange on the follow-
ing days and times: 
Second Wednesday of 
every month at 10:00 
a.m., and Second 
Thursday of every 
month at 6:30 pm.

The VFW Auxiliary 
2775 Orange will hold 
their Spring Garage 
Sale at the VFW Hall 
at 5303 N.16th St on 
Sat., March 13 from 8 
am to 2 pm. The cost 
per table is $15.00, 
each cloths rack will 
be an additional 
$5.00. For more infor-
mation contact Mary 
Snapp(409-697-0380).

FOR  REN T

A P P L I A N C E S

• Garage Sales
• Birthdays
• For Sale 

• Weddings
• Rentals

• Memorials
• Services  

• Engagements
 

THE RECORD
Community Classifieds

Call 735-5305
• Penny Record Office: 333 West Roundbunch, Bridge City

• County Record Office: 320 Henrietta, Orange
Note: Offices Closed On Wednesday

•  Just $10 For A 30 Word Ad In Both Papers And The Web
•  Classified Newspaper Deadline: Monday 5 P.M. For Upcoming Issue
•  You Can Submit Your Ad ANYTIME Online At TheRecordLive.com

Your ads published in both newspapers,
the County Record and the Penny Record
plus on our web site TheRecordLive.com

BUR I AL  P LO T

A N N O U N CE M E N T S

ORANGE’S OLDEST HOMETOWN APPLIANCE DEALER                            

 HARRY’S
APPLIANCE & SERVICE, INC.

• FREEZERS • DISHWASHERS 
• REFRIGERATORS • WASHERS & DRYERS

• RANGES • AIR CONDITIONERS
We sell parts for all major brands - We service what we sell!

    409•886•4111 302 10th St.
Orange

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY

SI NC E  19 6 3

Stakes Electric
“GENERAC GENERATORS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
OLD HOMES • LED UPGRADES

ALL UNDERGROUND

409-749-4873
Licensed

Customer: #25151  Master: #14161

R V  S PA CE  F O R  R E N T

TRACTOR 
WORK

• Bush Hogging  
• Water 

• Dirt & Shell  
  • Sewer

• Electrical  
• Digging Services

LOCAL
409-670-2040

HELP 
WANTED

FULL TIME &
PART TIME

GROCERY STOCKERS
GROCERY CHECKERS 

- DELI WORKERS

APPLY IN PERSON 
ONLY  - NO PHONE 

CALLS PLEASE!

K-DAN”S
SUPER FOODS _ 

9604 FM 105

DANNY’S SUPER FOODS

2003 Western

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

FOR SALE
409-886-7183

YOUR BUSINESS 
ADVERTISED 

HERE
409-886-7183

BIRTHS  •  ENGAGEMENTS  •   WEDDINGS 

  MEMORIALS   • ADOPTIONS 

Please call us at 409-735-5305 or 409-886-7183

WWW.THERECORDLIVE.COM

“Everybody Reads
The Record!”

In Print
And

Online Now

B U S I N E S S  CA R D  L I S T I N G S   409•886•7183 or 409•735•5305

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamenta-
ry for the Estate of 
HELEN REESE, 
Deceased, were is-
sued on FEBRU-
ARY 22, 2021, in 
Cause No. P18944, 
pending in the 
County Court at Law 
of Orange County, 
Texas, to: DEANNA 
CRULL.

All persons hav-
ing claims against 
this Estate which is 
currently being ad-
ministered are re-
quired to present 
them to the under-
signed within the 
time and in the 
manner pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: Paul M. Fukuda
Attorney At Law
312 Border Street
Orange, TX  77630

DATED the  22nd 
day of February, 
2021.

Paul M. Fukuda
Paul M. Fukuda  

           
Attorney for Deanna Crull
State Bar No.: 
00789915
312 Border Street
Orange, TX 77630
Phone:(409)883-4357
Fax: (409)883-6263
Email: 
pfukudalawoffice@

CITATION BY PUBLICATION

The State of Texas
To any and all Unknown Heirs and all Persons 
Interested in the Estate of

DANNY CARL DEARING, Deceased
Cause No. P18984

in County Court at Law, Orange County, Texas

The alleged heir(s) at law in the above numbered and 
entitled estate filed AN APPLICATION TO DETERMINE 
HEIRSHIP in this estate on FEBRUARY 23, 2021, 
requesting that the Court determine who are the heirs 
and only heirs of Danny Carl Dearing, Deceased, and 
their respective shares and interests in such estate.

The court may act on this application at any call of the 
docket on or after 10:00 a.m. on the Monday next after 
the expiration of 10 days from the date of publication of 
this citation, at the County Courthouse, 801 W. Division., 
Orange, Texas 77630.

All persons interested in this case are cited to appear 
before this Honorable Court by filing a written contest 
or answer to this Application should they desire to do 
so.  To ensure its consideration, you or your attorney 
must file any objection, intervention or response in 
writing with the County Clerk of Orange County, Texas.

Given under my hand and the seal of the County 
Court at Law, Orange County, Texas at the office of the 
Orange County Clerk in Orange, Texas on February 
23, 2021.

                    BRANDY ROBERTSON, 
                             County Clerk,  Orange County, Texas

                 
By: Samantha McInnis, Deputy

      
           Samantha McInnis


