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Thousands work at new GTP plant site
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Tuesday, the court officially declared K-9 Phoenix as surplus
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iff's Deputy Brandon Mojica for the rest of Phoenix’s life.
Chief Deputy Mark Dubois said Phoenix had a knee injury
and surgery, however he is not up to working active law en-

forcement duty.

MARGARET TOAL
For The Record

Nearly 4,500 people are
now working at the site
for the new $8.5 billion
Golden Triangle Polymers
plant on Highway 87
South. The

Heather  Betancourth
with the company told
Orange County Commis-
sioners Court that on
Tuesday during a quarter-
ly report on local hiring
and purchases.

The Chevron/Phillips/
Qatar Energy project was
officially announced two
years ago. The county
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spent a few years negotiat-
ing a tax abatement con-
tract for the plant. The
contract included the cor-
poration adopting a Local
First program to help peo-
ple in the region get jobs
and for local businesses of
all sizes to get the plant’s
purchases. The quarterly
reports are part of the
contract.

Betancourth gave a
grand total of local em-
ployment at 1,803. How-
ever, County Judge John
Gothia said “there’s more.
I see them every day.”

Betancourth said the

Sales drop
in Orange but
not county

MARGARET TOAL
For The Record

The city of Orange con-
tinues to see big drops in
sales tax returns while
other cities, plus the coun-
ty, are seeing sales tax in-
creases for the year.

The Texas Comptroller
has sent the sales tax pay-
ments to the entities,
which mainly use the sales
tax incomes for general
operations.

Orange County has a
half cent per dollar sales
tax and is up for the calen-
dar year, receiving a total
of $7.73 million compared
to $7.5 million for the

same time last year. That’s
an increase of 3.39. How-
ever, the county was down
6.74 percent from Septem-
ber this year, getting
$666,506 this year com-
pared to $714,733 last
year.

The city of Orange, with
a 1.5 percent sales tax,
dropped 11.23 percent for
the month of September
with $722,310 for this year
and $813,718 for Septem-
ber 2023. The city is down
23.35 percent, for the cal-
endar, a loss of more than
$2 million. The city is at
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total employment includ-
ing people from outside
the nine-county region
considered local, is a
4,500.

Gothia made the quip
because he lives in Bridge
City. The main thorough-

fare from Orange to
Bridge City is past the
plant’s construction site.
Traffic between the two
cities during rush hours is
getting to be notoriously
slow with all the work.
The latest report covers

the third quarter from
July 1 through September
30. During the quarter,
the company added an-
other 36 qualified local
vendors or suppliers for a
total off 132.

The local region is con-

sidered Orange, Jefferson,
Newton, Jasper, Hardin,
Tyler, and Chambers
counties, plus the Bolivar
Penisula area of Galveston
County.
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Mik C. Koats and Ashley Guillory engage in controversy during the rehearsal for “Next of Kin.”
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New blood , family legacy
usher in new life for OCP

PENNY LELEUX
For The Record

It has been a long haul since Or-
ange Community Players, Inc. was
forced out of its original home on
Division Street after TS Harvey
flooded the theater for a second
time in 2017. They bought the old
Brown Twin Cinema building and
have worked on it through the
years trying to get up and running
again. They were almost there,
hoping to open this past Septem-
ber, when the HVAC system went
out. The AC is fixed and they are
down to only needing a counter
for the concession stand, rails on
the outer steps, and handicapped
spots marked in the parking lot.
It’s so close, they can taste it. They
are hoping the Mystery Dinner
Theater production of “Next of
Kin” scheduled for this weekend at
the Orange Train Depot will raise
the funds to get them across the
line so they can open in the new
year.

The husband-and-wife team of
Rico and Cydney Véasquez direct

the wacky comedy that will in-
clude audience participation. It’s a
party. Rico said if the audience
needs to get up and get something
else to eat in the middle of it, “do
it.” Treatis as if it is a regular gath-
ering of friends. A good portion of
the show will be improved to pro-
vide that intermingling with the
guests.

“We can'’t control what the audi-
ence is gonna say especially when
they’re about three or four glasses
in and that’s the fun. That’s why
we like to do the murder myster-
ies, the dinner theaters,” said Rico.

The last dinner theater they did
was in 2021 or 2022, after the pan-
demic.

“It was a 1920s murder mystery,
like a mobster murder, and that
was all the old OCP,” said Cydney.
“It was a lot of the board members
and a lot of the people who grew
up doing it, but you know this is a
fresh new take.” The Vasquez cou-
ple directed the earlier production
too. It was held at the Brown Cen-
ter and sold out.

Auditions for this show were

held before Halloween and they
have been practicing at First
Methodist Church in Orange.

The story it is about Hamilton
“Big Daddy” Sugarbaker. He’s hav-
ing a party where he unfortunate-
ly meets his demise. Who killed
big daddy? Everyone has a reason.

Cast breakdown:

Alaniz Vésquez as Hamilton
“Big Daddy” Sugarbaker, a rich
man from Atlanta, Georgia who
moved here six months ago after
the disastrous failure of his sec-
ond marriage--to a woman many
years his junior. His first wife, Ba-
bette, died giving birth to Aaron.

Ian Shaw as Aaron Sugarbaker,
Big Daddy’s youngest son. He’s a
struggling poet who’s embittered
by his lack of success, but still be-
lieves that he’s a true artiste.

Nate Brown as Rhett Sugarbak-
er, Big Daddy’s oldest son. A
smarmy, slick, dirty-dealing, un-
ethical businessman. He’ll do any-
thing to make money and what
better way to make money than
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Dow Celebrates
Apprenticeship Week

Special to the Record
Christina Babcock

Each year, Dow’s U.S.
Apprenticeship Program
attracts a significant num-
ber of applicants eager to
gain on-the-job experi-
ence while earning a com-
pany paid associate degree

in highly sought-after
technical fields. Regis-
tered with the United

States Department of La-
bor, the program offers
practical experience for
those aiming to pursue a
career in manufacturing.
Apprentices enroll in de-

gree programs offered
through Lamar State Col-
lege Orange (LSCO) or La-
mar Institute of Technolo-
gy (LIT), both of which
partner with Dow Sabine
River Operations and
Beaumont Operations.

Chase Brumley, a cur-
rent apprentice, expressed
his gratitude for the pro-
gram: “This program
opens up a new career
path for people who might
otherwise never get the
opportunity to work as a
process operator.”

Robert Lovelace, Early
Career Leader for the East

Texas Hub (Dow Sabine

River & Beaumont Opera-
tions), highlights that “the
biggest advantage for
these students is gaining
hands-on experience at a
local facility during their
studies.”

The program is struc-
tured so apprentices are
paid for 40 hours per week,
including benefits, tuition,
and books, while they
complete a two-year asso-
ciate degree program and
receive on-the-job train-
ing at Dow Sabine River
Operations and Beaumont
Operations.

Pictured is the incoming class of 2024 apprentices: Front (l. to r.) -Ezequiel Yanez Macias,
Shanita Roberson, D’Maya Howard, Alberto Munguia and Ethan Blackburn. Back - Colin Dor-
man, Michael Durbin, Trenton Salter, Chase Brumley and Ethan McCollum. Picture courtesy
of Christina Babcock.

Lovelace notes, “appren-
tices also benefit from a
support system that in-
cludes unit leaders and the

Influential Leader
work (IFL) on site.”

Former apprentice, Jes-
sica Ripka, shared “the

Net-

challenges that came with
dual responsibilities of
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Picking the perfect Thanksgiving turkey

Susan Himes
Texas A&M AgrilLife

The turkey is the star of
the show for most Thanks-
giving tables and cooking
your bird to perfection can
seem hard. However, choos-
ing the right bird at the
store should be easy.

Texas A&M Agrilife Ex-
tension Service poultry ex-
pert Brett Meisinger, lec-
turer and collegiate poultry
judging team coach in the
Texas A&M College of Ag-
riculture and Life Sciences
Department of Poultry Sci-
ence “talked turkey” with us
and answered some ques-
tions consumers may have
while searching for the per-
fect Thanksgiving turkey.

What size
turkey do |
need to buy?

Choose the weight of
your Thanksgiving turkey
based on the number of
guests you plan to invite.
The safest method for
choosing the size of the bird
is to purchase 1.5 pounds of
whole bird per guest. On
average, each person con-
sumes 8 ounces of turkey. If
you don’t need a whole bird
for your Thanksgiving
crowd, you can choose a
smaller product option
such as a turkey breast.

What do labels
tell us and what
do the words
mean?

Labels simply allow con-
sumers to have an option
when putting food on the

Picking the turkey centerpiece for the Thanksgiving table can be the easiest part with a few
tips from a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service expert.

table. There is no right or
wrong label to source as the
cost and visual appearance
of packaging can also im-
pact consumer preferences.

Free-range is a common
label seen on poultry prod-
ucts. Free range means
farmers give turkeys access
to the outdoors as they
grow. Organically produced
birds have free-range ac-
cess, yet not all free-range
birds are grown organically

Free-range and organic
labels can include a variety
of rearing practices for tur-
keys. Organic production
sets standards for feed in-
gredients, antibiotic use,
housing designs and label-
ing. The U.S. Department
of Agriculture outlines the
rules in its Guidelines for
Organic Poultry Certifica-
tion.

How early do |
need to buy my
turkey and
when do | need
to defrost it?

Buy early for the best se-
lection. A frozen bird can
keep for over a year so there
really is no such thing as
“too early” to buy. Consum-
ers can freeze fresh turkeys
for storage also if they wish.

Plan for defrosting time
when making your pur-
chase. The recommended
method for defrosting for
food safety is from the
freezer to the fridge. Allow
24 hours for each 4-5
pounds of bird weight in a
refrigerator 40 degrees or
lower. Once refrigera-
tor-thawed, a turkey can be
left in the refrigerator for
one to two days before

cooking.

Is there a nutritional dif-
ference between fresh and
frozen?

There is no nutritional
difference between fresh
and frozen turkeys at the
grocery store. Most whole
turkeys at the grocery store
are frozen. This is the easi-
est way to ship and store
them for sale.

Farm-to-table style
means smaller producers
can provide fresh options.
However, they cost more
and these products are not
available until just before
the holiday season. Howev-
er, consumers can freeze
them for storage if they
wish.

Is my turkey
Texas-grown?

Odds are good that the

Gum Drop Shop Dec. 7th

The Explore Orange -
Convention and Visitors
Bureau is bringing back the
Gumdrop Shop Holiday
Market at Stark Park in
downtown Orange, 201 7th
Street, Dec. 7, 9 a.m.- 3
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Genesis Al hearing aids deliver
more benefits when paired
with our easy-to-use app.

p.m.

Discover unique one-of-
a-kind items from local
vendors that you won't find
anywhere else. Immerse
yourself in a winter won-
derland filled with lights,

music, and the warmth of
the holiday season. By
shopping at the event,
youre supporting local
businesses and contribut-
ing to the community.
From holiday crafts, activi-
ties, and entertainment,

there’s something for ev-
eryone to enjoy. The Ki-

()
N

(25 .
GENESISA

wanis Christmas Parade is
scheduled to be held at 6:00
pm in downtown Orange

following the Gumdrop
Shop.
Additional information

may be obtained from the
Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau office at 409-883-1011.

turkey you find in Texas su-
permarkets has come from
out of state. Minnesota,
North Carolina and Arkan-
sas are the top states for
turkey production.

Texas does not have
large-scale commercial tur-
key farms. The 4-H and

FFA youth of Texas produce
the most turkeys in the
state for major stock shows
and judging contests. But
you can reach out to local
markets, butchers or spe-
cialty shops to determine if
they have locally grown
turkeys.

Good Sﬁﬁpﬂ&mﬂ Luthenan Chunch
CW&M@& Ba grmh.

(% AT e ® e
- Bake Sale
Durham Ellis Nut Products

Delicious & Warm Homemade Gumbo

Saturday, November 23rd

9:00 am to 2:00 pm
VENDORS :
* Cypresswood Farm = Glass Christmas Trees
* Handmade Jewelry = TCCrafts +Painted Trees
* Sow Sweet Farm + Scentsy * Arlon Davis
* Handmade Christmas Ornaments
= Tab Typewriter Key Jewelry
* Band Saw Boxes & more
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
945 W. Roundbunch Rd.
Bridge City
+ Proceeds go to our church Music Program
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BETTER HEARING
~ NEVER SOUNDED

SO GOOD!

Your options for treating hearing loss can feel intimidating,
Genesis Al - fit by an experienced hearing professional - will

T |

insure you hevefhave to miss a beat!
. A

LIMITED TIME ONLY!
FREE Hearing Screening:

JUIC A

-

- Ear examination - is it hearing loss or ear wax?

« Preview the latest hearing technology.

Treatment plans as low as $795 per ear | We accept most major insurances.

BrownN
HEARING CENTERS

- Since 1962 - -

CLOSED ON
THANKSGIVING

BeaumontiNederilandElOnanse

6656 Phelan Blvd

**WATERPROOF UP TO 1 METER. RECHARGEABLE STYLES ONLY. WE ACCEPT MOST MAJOR INSURANCES. ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL FINANCING AND AFFORDABILITY
OPTIONS* CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUS PURCHASES. $795 BASED ON PURCHASE OF 2 AIDS. TREATMENT PLANS

DEPENDENT UPON HEARING LOSS NEEDS

2190 HWY 365

- plansforaslow as

Scan or Call to Schedule

Appointment

105 Camellia Ave

(888) 464-8896

NOVEMBER 25*-29" | 9AM-5PM
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County business romeag:

During the quarter, an-
other 17 approved engi-
neering,  procurement,
and construction compa-
nies drew in $8 million
from the project. GTP
spent $8.7 million with lo-
cal companies previously
contracted.

Since the project was
announced two years ago,
a grand total of $355.5
million has been spent on
local contracted work, not
including the small ven-
dors and businesses.

A total of nearly $1.3
million were spent during
the quarter on small pur-
chases with local vendors
and businesses. Lists of
the local businesses in-
clude a wide variety of
restaurants, printing, pest
control, plumbing, print-
ing, appliances, photogra-
phers, and rental compa-
nies.

Bethancourth said GTP
will be hosting a holiday
mixer exclusively for Or-

ange County businesses
on the approved vendor
list so then can meet the
company’s new procure-
ment official.

Precinct 1 Commission-
er Johnny Trahan was
back at his first meeting
after being hospitalized
getting an internal infec-
tion that required surgery.
He thanked everyone for
the calls, texts, cards, and
emails he has received
during his recuperation.

Business included the
presentation of the Sher-
iff’s Office’s retiring K-9
Phoenix, who was injured.
Deputy Brandon Mojica,
the dog’s handler, is now
his official owner.

Judge Gothia reported
the tax assessor-collec-
tor’s office receied $2.29
million in back taxes last
month with the county’s
share as $298,876. The
county office contracts to
handle tax property col-
lections for all local enti-

ties. The 2025 taxes will
be due January 31.

County Maintenance
Director Kurt Guidry re-
ported the county is going
to save about $50,000 by
taking donation of a gen-
erator from the McLewis
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, which is part of OC
Emergency Services Dis-
trict 4. He said the county
has been looking to get a
generator for the elections
administration office. The
one being donated was
purchased with grant
money in 2010 and has
been used only 69 hours.
The generator has been
sitting inside a building
and not outside. The proj-
ect will cost the county
the expense of getting the
generator hooked up to
natural gas. Guidry said
natural gas lines run along
the streets near the elec-
tions office and should not
be a problem for connec-
tion.

New Iife at ocp From Page 1

stealing from his father’s
bottle capping company
in Atlanta.

Amy Carroll as Bobbie
Joe Butler, Big Daddy’s
nurse confidante, and
friend. She would do any-
thing for the man who
saved her from certain
death five years ago.

Mik C. Koats as Savan-
nah Sugarbaker, Big Dad-
dy’s neurotic second wife
who’s prone to drastic
mood swings and irratio-
nal, insane, behavior.

Codie Vasquez as Philly
Sugarbaker, Big Daddy’s
drunkard of a sister.
Philly’s had a sad, misera-
ble life--she even spent
some time in prison for
robbery, theft, even pros-
titution.

Ashley Guillory as Scar-
lett Sugarbaker, Rhett’s
selfish,  social-climbing
wife who tries to be classy
and fails - miserably. She
comes from the wrong
side of the tracks and it
shows.

Rachele Allen as Mela-
nie Sugarbaker, Aaron’s
supportive but very eccen-

tric wife. She’s an “inter-
pretive dancer.” She and
Aaron snobbishly cling to
a lifestyle neither can tru-
ly afford.

Crystal Kelley as Edwi-
na Edwin, Big Daddy’s ac-
countant. She’s an obses-
sive compulsive who has
devoted her entire work-
ing life to Big Daddy. She
knows what he’s worth
and expects that she’ll re-
ceive a sizable chunk of
his money in exchange for
her loyalty.

Unless their name is
Vésquez, the cast is new to
the local audience.

“That’s what we've been
trying to do this whole
time... get fresh people to
get more interest because
if it’s the same 10 people
doing it, people get tired
of it,” said Rico. “Here we
are like on the cusp of
opening the theater, like a
new generation, which is
amazing and all of them
are just incredibly excited
for us to get open so they
can start doing shows in
the theater.”

Alaniz

and  Codie

Vésquez are Rico’s par-
ents. Participation in OCP
has been a family affair for
over 20 years and they are
proud of the leadership
role Rico and daughter-in-
law Cydney have taken in
the organization.

“It’'s all about passing
the torch and it’s always
been about making sure
that theater continues on
to the next generation and
the next and that has been
our mission statement for
the last 20 years, to keep
local community theater
alive,” said Alaniz. “You
can’t do that if you don'’t
pass the torch.”

Codie’s mother, Judy
White is also involved in
OCEP, so they are four gen-
erations deep in the orga-
nization.

Next of Kin presents
this weekend, 7:37 p.m.,
Saturday, Nov. 23 and a
matinee at 2:37 p.m., Sun-
day, Nov. 24 at the Orange
Train Depot.. Doors open
one hour before the per-
formance. Tickets are $40
and can be purchased on-
line.

Sales tax revenue romrage1

$6.81 million so far this
year compared to $8.89
million this time last year.

Bridge City has a 1.5
percent sales tax and saw a
drop in this September
compared to September
2023. However, the city is
up nearly 7 percent for the
year to date. The city got
$222,621 for September
this year and $236,448 last
year. For the year to date,
the city is at $2.22 million
compared to $2.07 million
last year.

West Orange has a 1.5
percent sales tax and went
up 34.11 percent for the
month with $159,131 this
September and $118,655
last September. The city is
now at $1.51 million for
the calendar year, up 12.71
percent from the $1.34
million for the same time
in 2023.

Pinehurst with a 1.5
percent sales tax collected
$61,384 for the month, up
2.8 percent from $59,711
last year. The city is up 6.6

percent for the year with
$633,503 compared to
$613,055 last year.

Orange County’s only
special district with a
sales tax is OC Emergency
Services District 3 for the
Little Cypress Fire and
Rescue Department. The
district has a 1.5 percent
sales ta and collected
$27,737 for September and
is at $305,717 for the year
to date.

INSURANCE MADE SIMPLE
- Home * Auto * Life

aNe Insurance is a leading independent insurance agency
that specializes in business and personal insurance.
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Deaths & Memaials

Stella Mae “Katie” Mulhollan
Bridge City

Stella Mae “Katie” Mul-
hollan of Bridge City left
this earth on Saturday,
Nov. 2, 2024, after a cou-
rageous battle with Alz-
heimer’s disease.

Services for Katie were
held under the direction
of Claybar Funeral Home
in Bridge City. There was
a visitation for family and
friends on  Thursday,
Nov.7 at 10am, with fu-
neral services immediate-
ly following at 11. Pastor
Josh Fults of First Baptist
Church Orange officiated. Katie was laid
to rest at Autumn Oaks Memorial Park
in Orange.

Katie was born Aug. 15, 1935, in Ham-
lin, Texas, to Eunice and William Ham-
ric. At an early age, she decided she didn’t
care for her given name and would there-
after be known as “Katie.” Her passion in
high school was twirling; she was a proud
member of the renown Bengal Guards
Drum and Bugle Corps.

On April 11, 1953, she married Stewart
Charles Mulhollan in Orange, Texas.
They eventually made their home in the
Bridge City area, where they raised their
five children.

After Stewart’s death in 1990, she be-
gan her second act as a full time Maw
Maw and avid bridge player. She loved
weekly gatherings with her dear friends,
affectionately known as “the Bridge La-
dies,” for more than 40 years.

Katie loved science fiction - specifical-
ly Star Trek, hosting family dinners, and
was an inspired snacker - always ready
for “a teaspoon of ice cream” or “two or
three french fries.”

She never met a stranger - she loved to
talk to people and share stories about her
life and family. Until her disease inter-

Stella Mae “Katie” Mulhollan

vened, she was a member
of St. Paul Methodist
Church in Bridge City,
delighting in fellowship.

Katie wasn't just a typ-
ical mother and grand-
mother; she was arts and
crafts director, chef, bak-
er, confectioner, chauf-
feur, and teacher. She was
a model homemaker and
the world’s best giver of
hugs. She lived to serve
her family and friends,
forged her own happiness
through that of others.

Katie was predeceased by her parents,
her husband Stewart, and her siblings
Richard Hamric, Juancy Cannifax, Billy
Hamric, and Addie (Wiggy) McDonald.

She is survived by her son Chuck Mul-
hollan and wife Kellie, her daughters
Debbie Lyles and husband Glen (with
whom she lived for many years), Cindy
Mims and husband Ralf, Jan Akers and
husband Scott, and Leslie Potts and hus-
band David. Also surviving are her eight
grandchildren Chad Porterfield, Charla
LaRocca, Lee Mims and wife Katie, Tara
Allen and husband Thomas, Laci Gib-
bens and husband Logan, Michael
Schrieber, Brandon Lyles and wife
Makayla, and Nicole Davidson and hus-
band Jimmy, as well as 16 great grand-
children. She was also “Maw Maw” to
many more, hosting sleepovers for
friends of her grandchildren, including
many in the neighborhood. Katie was
loved and treasured by many and will be
missed greatly.

Serving as pallbearers were Glen Lyles,
Scott Akers, David Potts, Lee Mims, Mi-
chael Schrieber and Brandon Lyles. Hon-
orary pallbearers are Chuck Mulhollan
and Ralf Mims.

Salvation Army’s Red Kettles returning

As The Salvation Ar-
my’s primary fundraising
initiative, the Red Kettle
Campaign plays a vital
role in providing
life-changing  programs
and services throughout

tance,

the year. These programs
include food assistance,
emergency financial assis-
youth programs
and disaster response.
From the beginning of
November until Christ-

mas Eve, red kettles will
be stationed outside vari-
ous stores and local busi-
nesses in Orange from
Monday to Saturday.

FOR WINTER MINI & SPRING 2025 COURSES

Online, On Campus, Hyflex

Winter Mini Begins:
December 18, 2024

Spring 8-Week | Begins:

January 21, 2025

REGISTER ONLINE

AT LSCO.EDU

Lamar State College
— Orange —
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From the Creaurs MNest

CAN PHELAN SURVIVE AS SPEAKER

The race for speaker of the Texas House has nar-
rowed, pitting Beaumont Republican Dade Phelan,
who has held the gavel since 2021, against Rep. David
Cook, R-Mansfield, who has emerged as the chal-
lenger designated by a group disillusioned with House
leadership. Phelan says he has the votes to be reelect-
ed to a third term as speaker. The speaker race typi-
cally takes off in the fall, but the quest to replace
Phelan by his critics got started before the last legis-
lative session even ended. Critics blamed Phelan for
the House’s impeachment of Attorney General Ken
Paxton and for the deadlock between the House and
Senate on property taxes, the border and education.
That included the House’s ultimate failure to pass
Gov. Greg Abbott’s school vouchers measure in No-
vember. Paxton, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick and former
President Donald Trump endorsed Phelan’s prima-
ry opponent in an attempt to oust the speaker, buoyed
by millions of dollars spent by organizations from
outside his district and outside the state. Between the
flanked attacks from Abbott’s and Paxton’s respec-
tive camps, nine Republicans lost their primaries, and
Phelan and seven others were forced into primary
runoffs. Although Phelan survived his primary
runoff at the end of May, six of the seven others lost
theirs. Phelan’s camp says they’re confident he has
the votes. “The path to the speakership is a matter of
simple math,” Phelan’s spokeswoman Cait Witt-
man, said to the Tribune. Speaker Phelan has the
clear majority votes needed to be the speaker today
and will have the clear majority support needed to be-
come speaker again come January.” Phelan has the
support of an inner circle of loyal GOP lieutenants,
and he would likely have the support of most, but not
all, of the 60-plus Democrats. Phelan has been the
only Republican speaker candidate this cycle who
would continue the longstanding practice of appoint-
ing Democrats to committee chairmanships as part
of a bipartisan leadership team. The combination of a
minority of Republicans plus Democrats would like-
ly get Phelan to 76 votes. Texas law calls on the sec-
retary of state to preside until the election of the
House speaker. However, if the secretary of state is
absent, the attorney general would preside, which
could leave Paxton, Phelan’s No. 1 political rival,
with the gavel as Phelan fights on the floor to retain
his speakership.

TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME
10 Years Ago 2014

County Judge Carl Thibodeaux’s retirement re-
ception was a very special event held Dec. 19, at the
Orange County Convention and Expo Center. The
retirement reception honored Judge Thibodeaux for
20 years of service. Many improvements have been
made throughout the county under his leadership as
our longest serving county judge. *****After traveling
10 years a comet probe named Philae landed on a
four-billion-year-old comet traveling through space
at 87,000 miles an hour. Spacecraft Rosetta orbited
then dropped Philae off from three miles away from
the comet. That really boggles my mind. I came from
an era when we brought sugarcane to the mill in a
wagon drawn by a pair of mules.***** I understand
Kenny Dupuis will be parade marshal for the Bridge
City Christmas Light Parade on Dec. 6. That’s a
good thing and well deserved. I would make only one
adjustment. Kee-Kee should have Ray Leleux ride
with him. It would be like Charlie McCarthy with
his Mortimer Snerd. The crowd would get three
clowns for one. (Editor’s note: Ray and KeeKee are
now gone.)

26 Years Ago-1998

Michael Cory St. Clergy, 18, was arraigned on
first degree murder and robbery charges. He is
charged with the murder of Ernest Alan Ford, in
Pinehurst and a gunpoint robbery of a convenience
store in Orange. Police Chief Dan Robertson said,
“The boy seemed to show no remorse for his actions.”
Pinehurst policeman Lt. Ronnie Barrett and D.A. in-
vestigator K.C. Breshers said St. Clergy has con-
fessed to both crimes. Dist. Attorney John Kim-
brough said, “There is no doubt we have the right
person.” Ford was found shot inside a white Lincoln
at Sussex Manor apartments.*****] have a hard time
believing some of the following events occurred that
long ago. On Sunday, Nov. 15, banker Fred Charles
Gregory, 64, died at his residence. Service was held
Tuesday, Nov. 17. Fred was a United States Army vet-
eran, former Bridge City Bank president and chair-
man of the board of Amtex Bancshares. Survivors
include his wife June, daughter Sharon and son Da-
rin. He is also survived by his mother Pauline and
sisters Barbara Broussard and Vicki McKinzie.
***+Dr. David Jones, of Bridge City, has come home
to practice Physiatry, the non-surgical treatment of
musculoskeletal injuries with rehabilitation and med-
ication. Physiatry allows David to practice sports
medicine. While a student at Bridge City High David
participated in football, basketball, baseball and

track. As Coach Andy Griffin’s quarterback and de-
fensive back, he earned the title “Orange County
Athlete of the Year.” He attended Lamar on a full
ride, athletic scholarship. *****The Bobcats, of Coach
Randy Theriot, will take on Crockett in Conroe. Da-
ville gained 1660 yards and 19 TD’s in regular season.
*##*The West Orange-Stark Mustangs walked
through District 20 4-A undefeated, with 10 straight
victories. The Mustangs are number two in the state
and were, in the second week of the playoffs, being
compared to the 1987 state championship team. The
results shocked fans around the state. WO-S lost to
Silsbee 21-20 on a missed field goal in a game played
at T.J. Yellow Jacket stadium, in Port Arthur. Just like
that, in the upset of the decade, the playoffs were over
for Coach Hooks’ Mustangs.*****Chris Farkas, the
Record Newspapers “Jack-of-All Trades” leaves for
a new job in Florida. He was a special part of a great
team at The Record, made up of Pattie Hanks, edi-
tor, Vickie Parfait, writer, Karen Gros, head of sales,
Mark Dunn, layout specialist and photographer and
Roy, who keeps all the parts working for Orange
County’s most popular publication.

46 Years Ago-1978

Attorney Sharon Bearden, on his first deer hunt-
ing trip of the season, killed an eight-point buck. He
hung him overnight while he dreamed of that fine
kill. He got up early to marvel at his deer and all hell
broke loose when hanging where his deer should have
been he found a jackrabbit. He threatened to kill ev-
eryone in camp before they finally produced his deer.
***+*Betty Harmon has been added to the board of
directors of County National Bank.*****Joe Burke
will celebrate another birthday on Nov. 22.

51 Years Ago-1973

For more than a year, President John F. Kennedy
sought the trip to Texas that ended tragically the af-
ternoon of Nov. 22, 1963. The national pain and trau-
ma that followed his assassination 10 years ago pro-
duced the Kennedy legend.*****While Richard
Corder and Joe Kazmar were broadcasting the West
Orange- Crosby game in Baytown last Saturday, Carl
Thibodeaux hand delivered a mess of boudain to the
press box. BBRC flew into the Cajun vittles; Yankee
Kazmar was a little suspect but tried it anyway and
got hooked. *****Millie and Cathy, the Harper girls,
drive in from Mauriceville every morning. They are
still asleep when they show up at the Jack Tar at 5 a.m.
to serve breakfast. Their old truck just drives itself in.
***#*FEast Zone 10-AAA All-District team is named.
The coaches’ pick is loaded with talent. On offense
QB Ray Pousson of West Orange, RB, Lanston Fall,
BC; Roy Williams, WO; Lorrance Wills, WO; Don-
ald Solco, SFA; E’s Randle Teate, WO; James Had-
not, Jasper; T Robert Moody, LCM; Victor Enard,
WO; C Duane Callahan, WO; G’s Clint Belk, BC;
Mark Champagne, SFA. The Offensive Player of
the Year is Ray Pousson.*****All District defense, E
James Long, WO; Paul Bingham, WO; T Mike Mc-
Donald, WO; Kenny Brown, BC; NG Randy Fults,
BC; LB Mark Dunn, BC; Larry Spears, WO; Charles
Hillebrandt, BC; HB Gary Dean, Silsbee; HB Ken-
neth Stephenson, WO-S; Dale McCall, LCM; S Bo
Worrell, BC. The Outstanding Defensive Player of
the Year is Larry Spears. Glenn Green of West Or-
ange is Coach of the Year.

A FEW HAPPENINGS

Sue and Tommy Simar, along with Sue’s niece
Sharon, visiting from Pennsylvania and driven by
Bud, stopped by Tuesday. They brought some frozen
figs that we plan to make fig tarts with. It was a plea-
sure meeting Sharon. She attended the debate and we
think a lot alike. She’s pretty and interesting. They
just didn’t stay long enough*****The Bridge City
Chamber of Commerce is now accepting nomina-
tions for Business and Citizen of the Year. Nomina-
tions can be made online, by mail or dropped off at
the chamber office. There is a slot in the door. Put the
letters in a sealed envelope to the attention of the
nominating committee*****The Salvation Army
Angel Trees are now available in local businesses un-
til Dec. 12. More than 400 children and senior citi-
zens are registered this year. Adopt an angel if you
are able and help provide love beyond Christmas
morning.
day night, Nov. 20. The best of all award shows but
not as good as it was several years ago. This week we
are running a two part Life’s Highway column, writ-
ten by Roy, about country music and the Grand Ole
Opry.*****Wanda and Coach Les Johnson visited Phyl
and Roy over the weekend. Les brought some fresh
picked pecans which he said slept in the tree the night
before. Coach Johnson, a former Bridge City High
School coach is 89 and will turn 90 in Oct. They have
been married 69 years. Wanda is still very pretty, Les

Orange-Stark survived the first week of playoffs, de-
feating Sweeny 41-14. LCM lost to Lindale, 49-21;
Bridge City lost to Pine Tree, 35-28 and in a hard-
fought battle, Orangefield lost 49-42 to Fairfield.
LCM District Police Chief Mike Hennigan did his
best to keep the spirits high for Bear fans. He was
seen holding a homemade ‘Cheer or Youw’ll Go To
Jail’ sign along the sidelines..***** Texas Workforce
Commission just released unemployment statistics.
Orange County dropped from 5.4% in September to
5.3% in October. Any drop is good. It was 4.6% in Oc-
tober of last year. We are consistently half a percent
belowthe figuresforall of Southeast Texas.*****Sharon
Bearden has no problem talking about his grandkids.
Granddaughter Hallie Bearden went to Chicago and
came out with first place in the World Powerlifting
Championships. A few weeks ago, she was crowned
homecoming queen at Bridge City High. Plus her
brother, Hutch Bearden, was named to the 4A Dis-
trict 10 All-District football team for his work as
quarterback for the BC Cardinals. Jim Sharon
Bearden is their dad.*****And speaking of lawyers
with football star sons, Doug Manning’s son Mason,
running back for Orangefield, was named All-Dis-
trict plus the MVP for the district.*****Phillip and
Pat Caillavet, along with Paula and Randy Rags-
dale, made sure to take their sweaters with them on
their cruise to the Bahamas. It wasn't just any cruise,
it was the Hallmark Christmas Movie Cruise. All

things Christmas on the trip, plus meeting the stars
of the popular holiday TV movies and having an ugly
sweater night. Lady Whistlebreaux thinks Jody
Chesson may be jealous. He’s probably sulking by
watching the classic animated Rudolph the Red
Nose Reindeer over and over. Dayle Gunn and
daughter Lacey Gunn Hale took off to College Sta-
tion to visit Vinny Hale and the Texas A&M
Songfest.*****Another grandmother, Vivian McMil-
lan, got to see her grandson Adam Conrad at work at
the Lutcher Theater while taking in the Cirque
Dreams Holidaze. The theater company spent the
week in Orange perfecting everything before setting
out for a tour of more than 60 cities. The theater com-
panies are learning the advantages of starting in Or-
ange. They bring in a lot of performers and behind-
the-scenes workers to stay here.*****Della Gallien got
her dream trip to see the Dallas Cowboys at
AT&T thanks to sons Richard Bonnin and Don
Bonnin.*****Eighteen years ago I bought my hearing
aids from Brown Hearing Center. Because of good
service from Eddie and his staff my hearing aids
serve me as well today as the day I bought them. If
youre having hearing problems I strongly recom-
mend Brown’s, right here at home. One pair of qual-
ity aids is all you ever need.*****I was feeling forgotten
when I got a call from County Judge John Gothia.
We are fortunate to be served by our present Com-
missioners Court. I understand Commissioner John-
ny Trahan is feeling well enough to attend this week’s
meeting.

BREAUX BIRTHDAYS

Roy and Phyl’s middle child, Allen Clay Dunn,
marks a birthday on Nov. 20. The family celebrated
with a fish fry Sunday evening. Also grandson Sean
Cade Gros, Karen’s middle sons, celebrated a belated
birthday Nov. 12. He brought Jessica Windel, his
special girl. Brothers Garrett and Collin brought
their favorite ladies, Nika Lagana and Morgan Shaw.
This day is also the birthday of Carey Green, former
Bridge City resident, now living in Sherman, TX.
***Qther special friends celebrating on Nov. 20 are
Edgar Eschbach and Lon Hubbard.*****On Nov. 22,
Butch Campbell, Jason Leleaux, Cecil Broom, and
a great guy Judge Rodney Price celebrate*****My
buddy, now retired, Jackie Roberts celebrates on Nov.
23. Also Rodney Petty, Scott Mackey.*****Nov. 24
finds Kim Hubbard, Debbie Hughes, Candance To-
dora and Jeff Hollis celebrating*****On Nov. 25,
Sherry Hickman, Vivienne Mathews, Amber Per-
mar, Sherry Hommel celebrate*****Eric Andrus
marks a birthday on Nov. 26 along with Judge Court-
ney Arkeen and Taryn Hubbard, Dana Bryant Jes-
sica Harkness and a very happy birthday to a long-
time friend County Attorney John Kimbrough.
John has done to ride the range with all these many
years. They are building a new home in the Hill Coun-
try near where Judge Dennis Powell
landed.*****Birthday greetings go out also to Judy Tu-
ter, Brandy Bonnin, former Pinehurst police chief
Fred Hanauer, Helen Mazier, Monica McCoy, Mi-
chael Mazzola, Gene Sopa, Suzanne Magee, Mela-
nie Musemeche Claybar, John Goss, Ray Lavan,
Jaycelyn Duval, Vicki Bingham, Cathy Bryan, Tom
Westover, Vicci Waguespack, Diana Seal Perry,
Amber Wagstaff, and Kade Parkhurst.***** Clint
and Phyllis Fegia celebrated their 320
anniversary***Others with anniversaries this past
week included David and Amy Worsham, along with
Scott and Alayna Magnuson.

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

Otto Comeaux showed up at T-Boys Bar and
Grill sporting two black eyes him. “Mais, wat da hell
happen to you, hanh? Tee- Neg Dartez axe.

“Well, it’s like dis, Camilla has been trying to get
me to go to mass wit her so me, I dress for church and
go wit her. Boy, Tee-Neg, dat’s a dangerous place
yeah. I was sitting in da pew me, and dere was dis fat
lady wat was sitting in front of us. Wen she got up
from kneelin’ down, her dress, it was caught in da
crack of her butt. You know, like da cow eating da cab-
bage. Well, I figure I help da lady out so I pulled it out
of her crack. Boy, dat lady turn around and pop me
right in da eye.”

Tee-Neg say, Keyaw! Tell me how you got dat utta
black eye hanh?“

Comeaux say, well me, I figure dat lady don’t want
it out her, so wen we all stand up again I reach over da
bench and shove it back in like it was.”

CEST TOUT
DISMAY INSIDE DOJ
AFTER TRUMP TAPS GAETZ

According to the Associated Press, Donald
Trump’s choice of Matt Gaetz to be attorney general
has many Justice Department employees reeling,
worried not only about their own jobs but the future
of the agency that the Trump loyalist has railed
against. The president-elect’s pick of the Florida Re-
publican sent a shock throughout the Cabinet de-
partment, considering Gaetz’s lack of experience in
law enforcement and the fact that he was once the
subject of a federal sex trafficking investigation. It is
unclear whether Gaetz has enough Republican sup-
port in the Senate to be confirmed. Trump has
broached the possibility of bypassing the traditional
confirmation process by pushing through his nomi-
nees while the Senate is in recess. Gaetz faces contin-
ued scrutiny over a federal trafficking investigation.
House Speaker Mike Johnson said Friday that he
will “strongly request” that the House committee not
release the results of its investigation, rebuffing sena-
tors who are demanding access now that Gaetz is
Trump’s pick for attorney general. The department
runs on career employees, people who are apolitical
in work, and politics aside, if all of these people are so
dismayed at the selection of the attorney general that
they leave, who will carry out the functions of the de-
partment. The prospect that the department could be
led by “somebody who is highly compromised” and
also may have a “personal vendetta” against it.*****I've
got to shut down, times up. Read us cover to cover;
check us out on our web 24-7 at therecordlive.com.
Please shop our family of advertisers. Take care and
God bless.
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That old radio enrich

Remembering
Roy Acuff and
Hank Williams

e A Two Part Series

DOWN LIFE'S HIGHWAY
Roy Dunn - Columnist
For The Record

“I wondered home
one day, where I
used to run and
play, only to find 1
was too late. Old

Rover was gone Down Life's
Jrom his pallet on Highway
the lawn, the old Roy Dunn
folks had died and

gone away.”

Jimmy Rogers, the singing brakeman,
blues and yodel man died about the time
I was born but his songs lived on for
years. They still bounce around in my
head today. As a child, I met a young
hobo who played guitar and sang Jim-
mie’s songs. There is one song he sang
that I've spent a lifetime looking for its
origin.

The few words I recall are, “I wondered
home one day, where I used to run and
play, only to find I was too late. Old Rover
was gone from his pallet on the lawn, the
old folks had died and gone away.” My
Uncle Dan had bought us an old radio.
We didn’t have electricity so it was a ra-
dio with fuses, tubes and I suppose a bat-
tery. When we held the ground-wire, the
volume went up. The old radio became
our entertainment and connection to the
outside world. We sat on Grandma’s
porch at night and listened to the music
from the Grand Ole Opry and the Louisi-
ana Hayride.

Roy Acuff was named the King of
Country Music by baseball great Dizzy
Dean. Roy Claxton Acuff emerged as a
star during the early 1940’s. He was born
in Maynardville, Tennessee on Sept. 15,

1903. Acuff helped intensify the star sys-
tem at the Grand Ole Opry and remained
its leading personality until his death. He
co-founded Acuff-Rose Publications with
song writer Fred Rose thus laying an im-
portant cornerstone of the Nashville mu-
sic industry. Acuff came from a rural
folkbased background.

His father farmed while also serving as
Maynardville’s post master and as pastor
of the town’s Baptist church. As a youth
Acuff soaked in music of all sorts but his
real love at the time was sports; in high
school, he lettered in football, basketball
and baseball. Acuff gained 13 varsity let-
ters in high school. After graduation,
Acuff turned down a scholarship to
nearby Carson-Newman College. He
played semi-professional baseball
and boxed informally.

Early in 1929, major league base-
ball scouts recruited Acuff for train-
ing camp. The
King of Country
Music could well
have become an-
other Lou Geh-
rig or Babe Ruth.
Eventually, while
playing minor league
ball and being con-
sidered for the New
York Yankees, a sev-
er sunstroke put an
end to his career. In
the early 1940,
Acuff zoomed to the
top of his field in
music, with the help
from the WSM 50,000-watt transmitter.
Fast selling songbooks, hit records such
as “Wabash Cannon Ball,” “The Great
Speckled Bird,” “Wreck on the Highway,”
and “Fireball Mail” and mushrooming
gate receipts on the road all boosted his
income.

During the ‘40’s Acuff’s recordings be-
came so popular that he headed Frank
Sinatra in some major music polls and re-
portedly caused Japanese troops to yell.
“To hell with Roosevelt to hell with Babe
Ruth, to hell with Roy Acuff” as they
banzai charged at Okinawa. He unsuc-
cessfully ran for the governorship of Ten-
nessee on the Republican ticket in 1948.
Acuff made his first international tour
with an Opry troupe that performed at
U.S. military bases in Europe in 1949. In
1971, Acuff received a substantial boost

“No child sleeps on the floor .. .”

The Bobcat Bookworms partnered with Sleep in Heavenly Peace to collect bedding for
the community. Sleep in Heavenly Peace is a non profit that builds and delivers beds for
free. Their mission is that no child sleeps on the floor. Pictured Are Jack Seeley (from Sleep
in Heavenly Peace) and bookworm officers lzzy Lee, Luke Delahoussaye, Gabby White, and

Dow apprenticeship -..r..:

balancing school and work
helped me become more
resilient and learn to pri-
oritize and maintain focus
under pressure.”
Approximately 87% of
participants in Dow’s U.S.
Apprenticeship Program
transition into full-time

roles within 24-30
months. Lovelace cites
college-readiness, ambi-

tion, reliability, and team-
work as key attributes that
make a candidate stand
out. The program often
enrolls graduates from
Orange County high
schools, where Dow ac-
tively engages with Career
and Technical Education
(CTE) programs and
serves on advisory boards.

Many applicants also
have a military back-

ground.

Shanita Roberson, cur-
rently a student in the
Dow U.S. Apprenticeship
Program, shared, “Getting
into the program has
meant everything to me.
Transitioning from mili-
tary life to civilian life has
been challenging, but this
opportunity has been a
life changing experience.”

Dow’s U.S. Apprentice-
ship Program not only fa-
cilitates ‘earning while
learning’ but also address-
es the retirement surge
and contributes to upskill-
ing the next generation.
Those selected for the ap-
prenticeship program
have a high school diplo-
ma or GED with a mini-
mum GPA of 2.5, course-
work completed in high

school algebra and can ob-
tain a TWIC card. Com-
pleted chemistry or phys-
ics coursework is also pre-
ferred.

A current apprentice
and recent high school
graduate, Ezekiel Yanez
Macias said, “many stu-
dents in high school
strived to become process
operators. I applied for
Dow’s U.S. Apprenticeship
Program to make my par-
ents proud and prove their
struggles were worth-
while.”

To apply for Dow’s U.S.
Apprenticeship Program,
visit the Dow Careers
webpage in  January,
when the listing will be
open for 3 to 4 weeks.

ered our lives

Roy Acuff at the Grand ol Opry. He died on November 23, 1992, following a short iliness.

by participating in the famous “Will the
Circle Be Unbroken” album project which
featured the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band and a
number of country artists.

Other testaments to his continuing
popularity were the 1974 chart making
records, “Back in the Country” and “Old
Time Sunshine Song, “ written by than
Acuff-Rose singer-songwriter Eddy Ra-
ven, a native of Lafayette, LA and cousin
of Doug Kershaw. Acuff’s tremendous

contribution to country music was rec-
ognized in November 1962 when he be-
came the first living musician to be hon-
ored as a member of the Country Music
Hall of Fame. He continued to appear
regularly on the Grand Ole Opry
throughout the ‘70’s and ‘80’s. He died on
November 23, 1992, following a short ill-
ness. He brought sunshine to this kid
over that old radio.

Gulf Coast Cardiology % Group, P.L.L.C.

Cardiologist.

A Brand New Concept In Heart Care

+ Walk In Heart Clinic - No Appointment Necessary (M-F 830a-5:30p)
« Same Day Testing in Office: Ultrasounds & Nuclear Stress Testing

+ In Office Heart Cath Lab - Capable of stenting heart and leg arteries
in the office as well as implanting pacemakers and defibrillators.

+ Every Patient is always seen & examined by a Board Certified

+ Cath Lab Services are provided the same day with no delays.

Ifyou are tired of struggling with
VARICOSE VEINS, set an appointment now
for “ABLATION OF THE LEGS” with

Pradip J. Morbia, M.D.
FAC.C., FC.CP.

Board Certfied in
Cardiovascular Medicing,
Interventional C logy

& Intarnal Madicina
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Services

Dia A. Abochamh, M.D.
oard Certified in
Cardigvascular Medicing,
Specialized in
Interventional Cardiology
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DR. ABOCHAMH or DR. ABDULLAH.

Specializing in:

* Cardiovascular Consultation

* Critical Care / ICU

* Invasive Cardiology

* Cardiac Catheterization

+ Interventional Cardioclogy

* PTCA (Percutaneous Transluminal
Coronary Angioplasty)

« Stent Placement

* Rotoblader IVUS

* Non-Invasive Cardiology

* Echocardiography

+TEE (Transesophageal
Echocardiogram)

« 24-Holter Monitoring

+ Stress Testing and
Stress Echocardiography

* Peripheral Vascular Interventions
and Stents, Renal, llliac, Femoral,
Popliteal, Mesenteries, Subclavian

* Pacemaker Implantation &

* Preventive Cardiology

«Tilt Table Testing

* Nuclear Cardiology

* Inferior Vena Cava Filter

* Biventriclar Pacemaker

« AICD (Automatic Implantable
Pacemaker Defibrillator)

(409) 963-000

www.GulfCoastCardio.com » We Accept All Insurance Plans

ICANL Accredited Nuclear Stress & Pet Scan
IAC Accredited Cardio Department

We have Spanish and Vietnamese interpreters available in the office.

Nabeel Abdullah, M.D.

Mohammed A. Islam, M.D.

FA.C.C.
Board Certified in
Meadicine,
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the County Record & the Penny Record,
plus on our web site @ TheRecordLive.com

word ad in both papers and on the web

* Classified Newspaper Deadline: Mondays @ 5 pm
* You can submit your ad ANYTIME @ TheRecordLive.com
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Penny Record & County Record Offices now located at:
333 West Roundbunch, Bridge City, 77611
NOTE: Offices closed on Wednesday
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Orange County Football Highlights . . .

WOS Mustangs advance in playoffs

0 0 MDO0ONmMO00M 0MO0MOmMOIONIMITM 000N MO00000M0 0000M0MO000O0ONM@DNMOMM Mustangs running back Michael Turner 11l (24) evades as Bulldogs defender during the secl
ond-half of West Orange-Stark’s bi-district game.

Turner finished the game with 176 yards rushing and four total touchdowns.

TOMMY MANN]JR.
For The Record

It was a rough weekend for lo-
cal teams as only school made it
through the bi-district round of
the playoffs. West Orange-Stark
advances to the area round this
week, while Bridge City, LC-M,
Orangefield and Vidor all had
their football season come to a
sudden end this past Friday.

WO-S Mustangs
blasts Sweeny

The Mustangs traveled to
New Caney this past Thursday
and took care of business as
West Orange-Stark came away
with a 41-14 victory over the
Sweeny Bulldogs in the Bi-Dis-
trict round of the Class 4A Divi-
sion 2 playoffs.

RECORD PHOTO: Tommy Mann Jr.

Sweeny struck first with a 73-
yard touchdown run, but it was
all Mustangs after that as quar-
terback Marcus Turner Jr. took
charge with touchdown runs of
42 yards and 97 yards in the first
quarter. Turner would add a 23-
yard touchdown pass and an-
other 1l-yard rushing touch-
down, both in the third quarter.
Running back Khelvy Jefferson

had  rushing  touchdowns
2-yards and 28-yards to put the
game away.

The No. 9 state-ranked Mus-
tangs move on to the area round
of the playoffs and will have a re-
match with the No. 10 state-
ranked Waco La Vega Pirates (8-
3) at 7 p.m., Friday, Nov. 22, at
Bulldog Stadium in Magnolia.
The Pirates defeated La Grange,
56-2, in the bi-district round of
the playoffs this past weekend.

LC-M season ends
with loss

The Little Cypress-Mauricev-
ille Battlin’ Bears season came
to a halt this past Friday as the
Lindale Eagles left Battlin’ Bear
Stadium with a 49-21 victory.

The Eagles offense generated
more than 500 yards of offense,
while its defense held the Bears
offense to 344 total yards on the
night with nearly half of that
coming in the final minutes of
the fourth quarter.

The Eagles scored first on a
20-yard pass, but the Bears re-
sponded on the next drive with a
40-yard touchdown pass from
quarterback Braylen Lewis to
receiver Evan Worster. Lindale
added two more touchdowns to
take a 21-7 lead at half before

breaking the game wide-open in
the third quarter with three
touchdowns, an interception,
and an onside kick recovery.

LC-M added a 2-yard touch-
down run by Worster and 48-
yard touchdown catch by Kea-
gan Cockerham in the final 4
minutes of the fourth quarter.

The Bears finish the season
with an 8-3 record and are the
champs of District 10-4A Divi-
sion 1.

Second-half surge
dooms Bobcats

Orangefield appeared to be in
charge at halftime, as the Bob-
cats led Fairfield 21-7 at the end
of the first quarter and at the
break, but it all changed in a sec-
ond-half shootout that left Or-

. Y ,'r-f |
AR ¥
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angefield on the losing end. The
Bobcats season came to an end
Friday night with a 49-42 loss to
the Fairfield Eagles.

Quarterback Carson Gonza-
lez put the Bobcats on the board
first with a l-yard touchdown
run and a 7-0 lead. Fairfield tied
the game on a big pass, but the
Bobcats would lead 21-7 at half-
time courtesy of two Mason
Manning rushing touchdowns.

The third quarter started with
a bang as Fairfield returned the
kickoff for a touchdown to cut
the Bobcats lead 21-14 and then
tie the game on its next posses-
sion.

Manning added two more
rushing touchdowns in the third
and fourth quarter, and defen-
sive back Zach Morrow had a

ORANGE COUNTY Page 3B
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OUTDOORS

Everybody
Needs A

“Plan B”

OUTDOORS
Capt. Chuck Uzzle
For The Record

In every sport there are differ-
ent levels of accomplishment, dif-
ferent levels of skill. In baseball
you have rookie leagues, minor
leagues, and then you have the
guys in the majors who are at the top of the food
chain so to speak. Far too many times in maga-
zines the writers take for granted that everyone
out there fishes just like they do. Nothing could be
farther from the truth if you just get right down to
it.

On more than a regular basis I get asked about
certain techniques or how to use different lures by
fishermen who genuinely want to get better. Each
individual has strengths and weaknesses and for
some the thought of fishing with a lure many of us
take for granted is a daunting task. I can remem-
ber when I was really fishing a bunch of freshwater
lakes and all I could think of was catching bass.
There were different times during the year that I
could catch fish with the best of them, throwing
spinnerbaits and topwaters along with Texas
rigged worms were right down my alley. Now my
baits of choice didn’t always work and other tech-
niques were needed to catch fish, at that point I
had a problem.

For the life of me I could not fish a jig, I felt like
I was suffocating it was so slow. Finally I made my-
self take only a tackle box full of jigs so I had noth-
ing else to fish or change to and was forced to fish
only a jig all day long. The radical thinking proved
to be a good idea as I finally became better at the
art of jig fishing, I still don’t like it but at least I can
do it.

Saltwater anglers have similar difficulties and
for many more than you would think it’s a real
problem. I can’t tell you how many people have
asked me for my opinion on how to fish a Corky,
its way more than you would believe. For many sit-
uations just like this there are some excellent al-
ternatives that often times will work even better
than the lure you struggle with. For example we’ll
just use the Corky since we already mentioned it.
The Corky is easily one of the most recognizable
lures on the gulf coast, especially here in Texas
where it’s almost considered royalty by many.

For all those who praise this lure for it’s fish
catching ability there are just as many who curse it
because they can’t get a grip on how to properly
fish the bait. Well for all those of you who fall into
the struggling category let me introduce you to
“plan B”, shallow running crankbaits or stick baits
as they are also known are just what the doctor or-
dered.

For years these baits have been a staple of fresh-
water fishermen all over the country, they have a
subtle motion that really attract vicious strikes
and can make even the most finicky fish turn on
one in a violent reaction strike. I have really be-
come a fan of these baits as well as other crank-
baits for saltwater use. Crankbaits are usually cat-
egorized by the depth that they will run, some
shallow models swim just under the surface to
about 1 foot.

Other big billed models will plow down to
depths of over 20 feet if need be. My favorites are
the 1 to 4 foot models, they are roughly 4 inches in
length and have a small bill that creates a tight
wobble when reeled down or twitched below the

Chuck Uzzle

CAPTAIN CHUCK Page 4B

“The Lakes’ Fishing

e Toledo Bend Fishing Report

FAIR. Water normal stain; 80 degrees; 4.18 feet below
pool. Cooler weather is finally here and this first touch
of fall will help to improve the bite. Shallow bass are still
best with swim jigs, swimbaits, topwater, and frogs. The
bite in the creek should start this week on lipless, square
bill crankbaits and small spinnerbaits in 4-8 feet of wa-
ter. We did get some rain, but not enough to muddy up
the creeks. There are numbers of deep fish just not qual-
ity, but this should improve as the temperature drops on
spoons, tail spins and dropshots. Report by Stephen
Johnston, Johnston Fishing.

e Sam Rayburn Fishing Reports

GOOD. Water slightly stained; 72 degrees; 2.43 feet
below pool. Expect the lake level to continue to drop
slowly through the winter. Shallow bass are centered
around shoreline brush and hay grass along with high
spots, shallow ditches and creek channel swings. These
fish can be caught on Texas rigs, wacky rigs, shallow wa-
ter crankbaits and topwaters. There is a large population
of schooling bass heavily chasing bait balls around main
lake ledges in 17-22 feet, main lake drains in 10-17 feet,
and main lake and secondary points. Cast a dropshot,
Carolina rig, K%-K% ounce jig, or deep diving crankbait.
Report by Hank Harrison, Double H Precision Guide
Service.

Gulf Coast Fishing Reports

e Sabine Lake

GOOD. 80 degrees.
Freshwater will push the
fish and bait to higher sa-
linity areas in the marshes
and Sabine Lake. Before
the influx of freshwater in
the Neches River, redfish
were being caught on the
points and bayous with
live shrimp under a pop-
ping cork.

As the freshwater moved
we moved south focusing
efforts on the bulkheads
and rock piles for catches
of redfish, drum and
sheepshead. Fish were
stacked up on the buoys
and feeding on bait on the
shell bottom. Limits of
redfish could be had in the
ICW with live shrimp un-
der a popping cork on rock
piles, bulkheads, shell flats
and buoys.

Fewer catches of trout.
Sabine Lake was rough
and muddy due to the
northwest winds, but
these conditions should
improve after the wind
lays. Some birds are still
working in the lake, so fish
under the birds.

Report by Captain Ran-
dy Foreman, Captain Ran-
dy’s Guide Service Sabine
Lake.

e Bolivar

GOOD. 75 degrees. Wa-
ter temperature staying in
the upper 70s, but should
cool after the forecasted
north winds. Water levels
swapping back-and-forth
this week between super
high and average low tides.
Anglers are still catching
plenty of redfish every-
where. There are plenty of
big croakers along with
sand trout, black drum,
speckled trout, and crabs
caught along the jetty with
a few small stingrays and
sharks. Reminder, floun-
der are catch and release
only through December
14. The surf is producing
lots of redfish and black
drum, a few gafftop, lots of
small stingrays, and bigger
sharks along the whole
peninsula with high activ-
ity towards Gilchrist/High
Island mainly. Report by
Captain ~ Shane Rilat,
North Jetty Bait Camp

¢ Trinity Bay

SLOW. 78 degrees. Birds
are working in most areas
of this big bay. One will
have to be persistent in or-
der to cull out the keeper
size fish. Waders are
catching better quality
fish. Spoils islands pro-
ducing decent numbers of
black drum, a few redfish
and some speckled trout.
Best on live shrimp and
soft plastics under birds.
Report by Captain David
Dillman, Galveston Bay
Charter Fishing.

e East
Galveston Bay

GOOD. 78 degrees. A
few more slot-sized speck-
led trout, black drum, and
redfish being caught on
live shrimp, croakers, and
finger mullet. A few re-
ports of good fishing by
the old broken bridge,
Siever’s Cut, and near the
boat ramp by Rollover.
Water clarity is still ex-
tremely good for East Gal-
veston Bay. We have expe-
rienced some stronger
north to northeast winds
this past week, limiting us
to fishing back in the
marsh and back lakes most
of the time, as well as the
better protected shore-
lines of the intracoastal.
We have fished flats with
scattered shell in areas
with good tide movement,
and bait present, resulting
in good numbers of trout.
Redfish have still been
around grass lines where
nervous bait is close by.
Imitation Shrimp lures

under popping corks with
12 inch leaders have still
been producing very well
for our anglers, as well as
Gulp Shrimp. The crowds
have thinned, so grab your
friends and family and get
out and enjoy God’s beau-
ty in the great state of Tex-
as. Report by Captain Jeff
Brandon, Get the Net
Guide Service, LLC.

e Galveston Bay

SLOW. 76 degrees. Fair
bite on trout in and around
structure on live shrimp.
Protected bays good for
redfish and black drum.
Report by Captain David
Dillman, Galveston Bay
Charter Fishing.

* West
Galveston Bay

GOOD. 79 degrees.
Look towards back lakes
and coves for better size

speckled  trout.  Birds
working in the bay over
smaller specs and sand
trout. Chocolate Bayou
and Bay producing decent
numbers of speckled trout
and redfish over shell.

Report by Captain Da-
vid Dillman, Galveston
Bay Charter Fishing.

¢ Freeport

GOOD. 78 degrees.
Birds have been working
over trout and redfish
feeding on shrimp in the
mornings and in the eve-
nings in Chocolate Bay,
Bastrop Bay, and upper
West Galveston Bay live
shrimp under a four horse-
man pop n corks have
been working well or gulp
with 1/16 ounce jig head.
The old river been good
with trout, redfish, sheeps-
head and mangroves snap-
per.

The river has been good

for trout, redfish, drum,
sand trout and big croaker
using either live or dead
shrimp. Report by Captain
Jake Brown, Flattie Daddy
Fishing Adventures

¢ Texas City

GOOD. 77 degrees. Bull
redfish run is on in full
force, with good catches
off the rock and along the
Galveston jetties. Bolivar
Wells are producing a few
bull redfish and some
oversized black drum.
Best bite on cut mullet,
fresh dead shad and live
crab. Report by Captain
David Dillman, Galveston
Bay Charter Fishing.

Anglers are still catch-
ing plenty of speckled
trout, redfish, and black
drum with the occasional
sand trout, gafftop and big
croaker. Successful wade
fishing around Mosquito
Island and inside the Mo-
ses Lake Tidal Gate in the
late afternoons. Along the
dike has been productive.

Sweet Creations, ete.
Cifts e Candles ® Candy e Flowers

Residential & Commercial Cleaning

Sparkling

.CTEANING SERVICE

409488641630

and let us

help you make it

SPARKLING CLEAN!

HOME OF THE
INCREDIELE GARDEN
PLANT STANDS & HANGERS
Open: Mon-5at 9 AM to 5 PM

LLC

-

Better Values,
Outstanding 2

Service for
62-Years!

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

HARRY'S
APPLIANCE

SERVICE CENTER

AN

em—

p—

-

00 OOMOm

ooo
00mooa

oo

0000m o

Is it time to get your
house ready for

the holidays?

N\ CALL US now
| 409+886+1630

3515 Mockingbird, Suite 1

MAYL

oooa

000 <
0oomoon

O000000m o

- 70 nomoooo

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED BY MARGIE STEPHENS
302 North 10th Street - Orange - (409) 886-4111




« The Record - Week of Wednesday, November 20, 2024 3B

Little Cypress-Mauriceville Bears quarterback Evan Worster hands off to running back An-

gel Mendoza during fierce game action against Lindale Eagles.

RECORD PHOTO: Darren Hoyland

LCM Battlin Bear quarterback Braylon Lewis gets good protection as he drops back to pass
in the heartbreaking 49-21 loss to Lindale.

RECORD PHOTO: Darren Hoyland

LCM Bear defensive players Kaden Boatman (12) and Jackson Smith (14) shutdown a Lindale

pass attempt.

RECORD PHOTO: Darren Hoyland

Orange County foothall -......-

pick six interception for a
touchdown to give the
Bobcats a comfortable 42-
28 lead, but that is when it
all changed as Fairfield re-
turned another kickoff for
a touchdown and scored
two more touchdowns on
big pass plays for the 49-
42 win.

Orangefield finishes its
remarkable season with a
record of 8-3 and as cham-
pions of District 10-3A Di-
vision 1.

Cardinals push
Pine Tree in loss

The Bridge City Cardi-
nals traveled to Longview
to face the No. 7 team in
the state, and the Cardi-
nals gave Pine Tree every-
thing it could handle in a
35-28 loss at Pirates Stadi-
um.

Pine Tree showcased its
big play capabilities when
the Pirates scored on a 67-
yard run to take a 7-0 lead
in the first quarter. The
Pirates extended the lead
to 14-0 when Pine Tree
scored on a 80-yard catch

«* PESTCO

and run early in the sec-
ond quarter.

The Cardinals offense
demonstrated its resil-
ience with a nice, sus-
tained drive that was
capped off by a 15-yard
run by Ashton Sumrall to
cut the Pine Tree lead to
14-7.

Another Pine Tree se-
ries resulted in another
big play as the Pirates con-
nected on a 54-yard catch
and run up the sideline for
a 21-7 advantage late in
the second quarter. The
Cardinals responded with
a quick drive of its own
that was capped off with a
3-yard touchdown run by
Sumrall to make the score
21-14 at halftime for
Longview Pine Tree.

The Pirates used anoth-
er big run, this time a 36-
yard score, to extend the
lead to 28-14 over BC early
in the third quarter, but
the Cardinals would re-
spond with another nice
drive. This time quarter-
back Hutch Bearden
punched the ball into the
end zone on a 2-yard run
to trim the Pirates lead to

To
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28-20 after the failed extra
point.

The Cardinals defense
made a big play when it
was needed with an inter-
ception of the Pirates
quarterback to give BC the
ball deep in Pine Tree ter-
ritory. A few plays later
Bearden scored on a

Home

Renovation

Services

LCM Bear running back Jonah Fuller gets a good block as he pierces the Lindale defense to

pick up good yardage,

1-yard run and, after the
successful two point pass
conversion, the game was
tied 28-28 at the end of the
third quarter.

As explosive as Pine
Tree had been all game,
the Pirates utilized a me-
thodical, time consuming
drive that started in the
third quarter and chewed
up nearly half of the fourth
quarter. The  Pirates
scored on a 13-yard pass

RECORD PHOTO: Darren Hoyland

to go back on top, 35-28.

The teams traded pos-
sessions, but it was the Pi-
rates defense forcing the
Cards into a turnover on
downs that ended the
game.

The Cardinals finish the
season with an 8-3 record
and as the third place
team in District 10-4A Di-
vision 1.

Kilgore

demolishes
Pirates

The Vidor Pirates ran
into a brick wall on Friday
night as the Kilgore Bull-
dogs dominated the Pi-
rates, 66-6, to end Vidor’s
season.

TThe Pirates finished
the season with a 5-6 re-
cord and the fourth place
team in District 10-4A.
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LCM defensive back Jackson Smith nales a Lindale Eagle running back during game action
RECORD PHOTO: Darren Hoyland

at Bear Stadium on Friday.

Jonah Fuller cruises downfield for the LCM Bears in the bidistrict loss to Lindale.
RECORD PHOTO: Darren Hoyland

Capt. Chuck :..r..s

surface. These baits are
perfect for working shal-
low shell because they dive
down to the shell and rattle
around in there as they are
being retrieved. Once you
feel the shell you can stop
reeling and the bait will ac-
tually back up and start

floating to the surface, this
is when you get a high per-
centage of your strikes.
That subtle motion once
you have come into contact
with the bottom is tough
for fish to resist. I know
these baits are some of my
favorites for catching red-

fish, they just inhale them.
Some of the more produc-
tive models I have ever
fished are the Slapstick by
Bill Lewis, Thunderstick,
Rogues, Crystal Minnows
and the Long Cast Minnow
by Rapala.

In order to fish these

Kaden Boatman trudges for yardage in the grip of a Lindale Eagle tackler.
RECORD PHOTO: Darren Hoyland

Tucker Floyd struggles against Lindale Eagles in the 49-21 season ending loss for the LCM
RECORD PHOTO: Darren Hoyland

Bears.

baits you don’t need a ton
of finesse or a secret pat-
tern to catch fish, these
lures are very user friendly.
Using basically the same
action you use working a
topwater plug you just
point your rod tip towards
the surface of the water
and either reel in with a
constant retrieve or twitch
the bait with brief pauses

as the lure comes in con-
tact with the bottom. The
built in action and sound
will take care of the rest,
it's hard to work them
wrong.

I have found that taking
the split rings off the nose
and tying a loop knot
seems to help the action
and keeps the rings from
fouling on the bill of the

plug. If and when you get
caught up in shell most of
the time the lure will come
free when given a little bit
of slack. Even when you
break one off about 80% of
the time the lure will float
to the surface where you
can retrieve it and use it
again.

How’s that for a confi-
dence boost?

SE 1

RA.LN.

Southeast Texas Reglonal Alerting & information Network

KEEPING SOUTHEAST TEXAS INFORMED

@

ABOUT US

@

COUNTY
EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT

SE TEXAS R.A.LN.

DIBCLANMER: [HL DA TA AL M5 DSIML TN BETENTED BY 5B TEKAT AN HAT 1601
NT (BL AR T O Tolll AT CONATR TpCiah i YON ARER MEITHER 6 T
AP AR LT ATV D PEAPOSPANILITY (3R MARTS ANY GUARAMNTEES DI WAREAR TITS &% 112 THE - EMAN U5
COMPLETERESS, 09 SUTTARR | T OF T MEORMATION FOR Ry SUSPOSE Til MU M LRGEDT T i

infoiicataca
T TITR T ETMATION PROWITED Y LONGAL EHERCERTY MAKACEHEWT SFFICES TLTEMS EMTHGERCY v

GUICK LINKS

FOR RAINFALL AMOUNTS & RIVER LEVELS VISIT US AT:

www.setexasrain.org




* The Record - Week of Wednesday, November 20, 2024 5B

Mustangs defender Amyrian Scott (2) sacks the Bulldogs quarterback for a big loss during  WO-S defensive back Raymond Mallett Jr. (7) gets tackled at the 3-yard line as he heads out
last Thursday'’s bi-district game. RECORD PHOTO: Tommy Mann Jr. of the end zone after intercepting the Sweeny quarterback.
RECORD PHOTO: Tommy Mann Jr.

LCM Bear Braylon Lewis scrambles from the posket as Lindale defensive players close in. Bears defenders Christian Carrillo (18) and lan Loncon (52) tackle the Eagles running back
RECORD PHOTO: Darren Hoyland during the second-half of the bi-district game against the Lindale Eagles.
RECORD PHOTO: Tommy Mann Jr.

LC-M quarterback Brayden Lewis (0) hands the ball off to Bears running back J’Lynn Morris  LC-M receiver Kaden Boatman (12) picks up some yardage after the reception.
(7) during Friday’s bi-district game against the Lindale Eagles. PHOTO: Tommy Mann Jr. RECORD PHOTO: Tommy Mann Jr.
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Football

Playoff Jlm S haron

Schedule

West Orange-Stark (9-
2) vs Waco La Vega (8-3) r.
at 7:30 p.m., Friday, Nov. ’

22 at Bulldog Stadium in

Magnolia

PN-G  (10-1)  vs
Kaufman (7-4) at 6 p.m.,
Thursday, Nov. 21 at Ran-
dall Reed Stadium in
New Caney

PA Memorial (8-3) vs
Angleton (10-1) at 7 p.m.,
Friday, 22 at Pridgeon
Stadium in Houston

Hamshire-Fannett (10-
1) vs Sealy (8-3) at 7 p.m.,
Friday, Nov. 22 at Wood-
forest National Bank Sta-
dium in Shenandoah
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Resting in the Bigness of Jesus

Steven Lee
desiringGod.org

It was an intimidating
setting. I sat before the or-
dination council with only
my Bible and statement of
faith. For several hours,
ten men questioned me
about my beliefs. The time
became a blur, but there
was one moment that
stuck out among the rest.
Dr. Duane Litfin — former
college president, pastor,
and professor — took a
moment to clear his
throat. He began by com-
plimenting my statement
of faith. It was orthodox. It
was clear. It was good. He
then transitioned to make
his point.

“Don’t neglect the lord-
ship of Jesus Christ,” he
said. He went on to say
that my statement of faith
was relatively thin on the
deity of Christ compared
to the humanity of Christ.
He emphasized how trans-
formative the lordship of
Jesus had been for him,
sharing that he had failed
to fully grasp this doctrine
for the first 25 years of his
ministry. And he exhorted
me, young pastor and or-
dinand: grasp the bigness
of Jesus.

I have long forgotten
most of the ordination
exam. But this moment
still resounds: grasp the
lordship of Jesus Christ.
Jesus is not only our Sav-
ior; he is Lord over all cre-
ation.

Our Human Christ

In recent years, many
good books have empha-

sized the humanity of Je-
sus. He is gentle and lowly.
He is tenderhearted. He
will not blow out the smol-
dering wick or break the
bruised reed. He is kind,
gracious, and meek. He
sympathizes with us in
our weaknesses. He is pa-
tient and long-suffering
toward his people. His
steadfast love never ceas-
es. Yes and amen. These
biblical truths are worth
rejoicing in and meditat-
ing upon. Praise God for
the patient, gentle love of
Christ for sinners!

But could this emphasis
on Jesus’s humanity lead
some of us to neglect his
divine nature? Do we
think of Jesus only like us?
Is he the friend who hears
our confessions and offers
merely comfort? It’s natu-
ral for us to dwell on Je-
sus’s humanity since we
too are human. Jesus did
come to earth as man,
died as man, rose as man,
and now reigns as man.
The incarnation is a glori-
ous truth. He is Immanu-
el, God with us.

And Jesus is the God-
man. Do we subtly and
unintentionally undercut
the divinity of our Lord?
Do we accidentally mini-
mize his divine nature?

Good News
of Divinity

Jesus’s humanity is in-
deed good news — but not
apart from his divine na-
ture. Yes, we marvel that
God sent his Son into our
world. But before the in-
carnation, the divine Son
was there. He has been

since

working
past and works now in re-
demptive history.

The Jesus we know was

eternity

instrumental in  the
world’s creation: “By him
all things were created, in
heaven and on earth, visi-
ble and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities — all
things  were  created
through him and for him”
(Colossians 1:16). Nothing
exists apart from the cre-
ative power of Christ.
Right now, he holds all
things together — every
atom and molecule (Co-
lossians 1:17).

Jesus, like the Father, is
the great I Am (John 8:58).
Jesus reveals the Father.
He is not some poor fac-
simile, a knockoff version
of the original. Rather, as
the eternally begotten
Son, Jesus is distinct from
the Father yet fully God,
perfectly revealing the Fa-

ther’s nature (John 14:9).
“He is the image of the in-
visible God” (Colossians
1:15).

Isn’t it remarkable when
paradoxical qualities hold
together? We delight to
see a strong and intimi-
dating man who speaks
tenderly with his wife and
children. We admire a pe-
tite woman who exhibits
feminine courage in the
face of fear. A celebrity
who takes an interest in a
lowly stranger makes us
marvel. A man with great
riches who lives generous-
ly and sacrificially im-
presses us.

So it is with Jesus’s hu-
manity and divinity, per-
fectly embodied together.
Imagine the disciples in
the boat with Jesus as the
storm raged. Their fear
dissipated when they real-
ized that Jesus commands
the wind and waves. Their
anxiety over having no

food left when they dis-
covered that Jesus feeds
thousands from a few
loaves. This was no mere
teacher, but God in the
flesh. The Lord of the uni-
verse allowed wicked men
to crucify him for his Fa-
ther’s glory and the re-
demption of mankind.
Marvel at the humanity
and divinity of Jesus.

Recovering
His Lordship

Recovering the lordship
of Jesus is critical in our
man-centered age. Jesus’s
lordship makes his hu-
manity a comfort. If Jesus
is only human, he is weak
and powerless. He can
sympathize with us in our
weaknesses but cannot
grant forgiveness. He can
try to give comfort but
cannot save. He offers us a
shoulder to cry on, but he
cannot wipe away every
tear and bring us into his
heavenly kingdom. He is
patient but cannot rescue
us from the wrath to come.
He can encourage us but
cannot bring real hope to
bear upon our lives.

But when we recover his
lordship, we see the won-
der of his incarnation. Je-
sus is God incarnate. The
Creator and Sustainer of
everyone and everything
condescends to his people.
The Holy One who dwells
in unapproachable light
beckons us into his pres-
ence. The fearsome and
awe-inspiring Lord, who
rules and reigns over all, is
gentle and lowly with his
own.

His name is Faithful and
True. He will return to
make war, his eyes like
flames of fire. Clothed in a
robe dipped in blood, he

will lead the armies of
heaven with a sword pro-
truding from his mouth,
treading down his ene-
mies in the fury of the
wrath of God (Revelation
19:11-16). This Almighty
One is King of kings and
Lord of lords.

Resting in
His Lordship

To this day, I find myself
needing to come back to
Dr. Litfin’s words again
and again: grasp the lord-
ship of Jesus Christ. I de-
fault to Christ as near,
comforting, forgiving, and
kind. But those qualities
are good news because he
is the one who holds me
fast in his sovereign hand.
He made heaven and earth
and every cell in my body
— even if some turn can-
cerous against me. He or-
dains all my days — even
the ones when I walk
through the valley of
death. He knows my frame
— even when it crumbles
under external pressure.
He numbers my days —
whether they are many or
cut short. He is Lord, and
he draws near to his be-
loved children.

So, how does Christ’s
lordship transform how
you approach him? Hold
together his divinity and
humanity. Meditate upon
his greatness, power, and
holiness, even as you rest
in his gentleness, kind-
ness, and long-suffering.
Let the truth of his hu-
manity and divinity lead
you to entrust yourself to
his tender and sovereign
hands. There is no better
place to be. Come and rest
in Jesus, a big God who de-
lights to comfort his chil-
dren.
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